S

..3,‘)

An EXAMINATION of
the COSMOLOGICAL and GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

in SINHALESE LITERATURE and EPIGRAPHY
and of SUCH INFERENCES from

the ARCHAEOLOGY of CEYLON

Thesis submitied for the Degree Of

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

of the University of Ceylon

b

V.VITHARANA

69987

1766



iR

PREFACE

%hat =28y, by the fullest etrateh of imeginstion, Le regard-
eé as & geoeraphical work is unkocwn to Sinhalese classical
literature. Geuvgraphy, unlike 1ts sister subjlect history (iti~

hisa or, even, purins), appecrs to have been unknown as an

 inteliectusl pursuit in Ceylon of the past until i+ was latro-

duced into the mchool curriculum during recent times.

'Nevefthelase, certain ssppectas of this subject were not al-

“togethnsr unknown, s may be inferred from the numerous inel-

dental ané stray references in Zinhaless literature, The uni-
verse with its stars and planeta - speeially the earth with
ite oceans and continents -~ snd physical vhenomens auéh @

eclipses, rain, wind, tides, ecrthguakes, eto,., ware known to

the Sinhalese of old through the reliéio—cosmic bteliefs held b;

them. Cosmologicnl detnils fume with geograprhieal in their
reglional deseriptions of the Jambudegg - the subeoontinernt of

Indie and rakiasten., Julject-matter perteining to Ceylon'e own.
historiecel and human geogfapﬁy aprear to have besn appreciadly
well known, and informstion, theugh of a very surerfieial natn)

regarding feuns ecd flore is somttered widely over thie liter-

Py ‘turﬁ ®

- It has to be mdmitted that by far & great msjority of theséd
Sinhaiese litersiy works, speciglly thrcae that contaln informs
‘tion regarding the cosmos eud the (smbudvipas, are aither traoe,

lations from or adaptatione ©f rall origissls, themselves buse

_en sgun eariier orel religious trediticny sudé, as such, irration
. 8lity end & speculative bias, ss may reascrably te expected in

' tHe Sreatment Of such thewés during the pericd under review, i



vggig pﬁéﬁbﬁp of the prament gzucy is to briag togethar_thess7“
;fbita of inforu&£ion which lie gsouttered over the full range of
8inhalese claasical lltersture, slong with relevant material

~ thst may be obtuined from local epigraphy and archaeology, 1luto

. om oritical and methedieul trestige. 1t is dlwided into two purss

~_of which the firat Cesls with general inforzation of & cosmolow

gggical and geographicsl chuaracter. lere, Euﬁéhist cosmology and

- gosuogony, which the Jinhalese beepls adopted es thelr own
~theory of the crestion and strueture of the universe, hes beepn
subjacted to & comparative stuay with kindred theories popseassa’
by other wuincient civiliastions of ths worlds and, where possills
these views nuve beeu contrasted with wast ie acientifiocally
;‘_knewn. information relating to the regional gecgraphy of the
l,.watlﬁ hae Cean so arranged ns to bring ont how the =Zinhalese
widenad their horizon with the psasape of genturiaa, [etsils

pertuining to phyeiecsl mecgrephy heve bean tebulated under

1% thosphere, hydrusphere, atnosphere, founeg and flors, anéd the
clasgicel theories usaccisted with certsin phanomeaa have beeu
'jvcritic&iiy exunined, in the mecond rart infermeticon regarding
the hiatorical and functicnal geography of leylon, which is

fairly considerable, ias trested in two chupters; :.nd here, in

~ the wuin, an attesyt hae Leen wnde, s Tar as poesible, to throv

- maew light and fvae freaah {nfarences with the wid of appropriai:
ﬂ.refﬂincea Lo Literatuf@ in the cnsgliah ﬁeéﬁum, Certain informue—
7-§i@n whieh would have turdened thae taxt of tha %Iagtige inggitm
~of their gilianee »itu the gdbéoet-mattsr, has besen adced as

| gpyendicse.

**““;Broaial mention has to be made of the linguistic notes that

~h5§i§lutn provided at places where they were thourht to Le
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nacepsary, wand of the several classloul Sianhaless éxpreoaions
whioch ere of doubtful mesning for the better undqyatanding of

whioh furthser 1lighit hag been thrown.

-
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