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ABSTRACT

Monocrop coconut cultivation utilizes only about 25 percent
of the land allowing the balance to be used for other
agricultural purposes. Although intercropping and animal
husbandry are technically feasible in coconut lands, the
spread of the former has been much below the potential. The

study, therefore, attempts to identify and compare the

' current status and constraints to both intercropping and

animal husbandry, with a wview to identifying the
possibilities to develop the coconut sector. The technique

for comparison is cost—-benefit analysis.

The study revealed that the animal husbandry in coconut
lands which is undertaken for the satisfaction of household
needs, is 1less labour intensive than' cultivation of
popular intercrops. In terms of the prevailing conditions
in coconut lands, animal feed is not a limiting factor
for the further development of animal husbandry. When the
constraints which restrict the development of
intercropping and animal husbandry are considered, their

influence on animal husbandry is less stronger than that

of intercropping.

The comparative analysis of costs and benefits of both

activities, revealed that animal husbandry is not more

be
\brofitable than intercropping. In the case of government
. b
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intervention in animal husbandry, the study revealed that
some of the development programmes are not effectively

implemented.

The overall comparative analysis of animal husbandry with
intercropping in coconut 1lands shows the necessity to
transfer at least unutilized resources in coconut lands to
animal husbandry in order to increase domestic production.

There 1is an urgent need to take necessary steps to

. publicise the government support service programmes to the

‘herd owners. In order to make a comparative analysis on a

more comprehensive basis, status of marketing of both

activities should also be included in the analysis.
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