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The choice of degree courses by students admitted to the University of
Sri Lanka in the Arts Stream was dnalysed using the data available at the
Central Agency for Admissions. Data for the threce years 1974, 75, 76 were
used and a cledr change of the popularity of courscs among these seeking
admissions wds seen during the three years. The resuits dre gnalysed 2gainst
the background of the job orientation of courses and ecmployment prospects.

1. Introduction

During 1975, a sample survey was planned, executed and rcsults analysed
by students following the Statistical Services job range of the Development
Studies degree as an exercise in conducting sample surveys. The population
considered was all students following the Development Studies degree course
at the Colombo Campus and one of the many &spects investigated was the
choice of degree courses at the time of seeking @dmissions to the University.
The findings of the survey were published () and the nature of the results
made us continue the study for the whele University population that were
admitted 1n the ‘Arts’ stream from 1974 to 76.

One of us (I. de S.) selected this topic as the project for the Dzvelopment
Studies degree and with the assistance and guidance of the other two 2uthors
cirried out the survey which produced the results reported here. Further
details would be found in the dissertation submitted for the degree.

In Section IT we describe the process used for University admissions in
Sri Lanka, and go on to describe the reorganisation of courses intreduced
after 1972 dand each of the new ‘job oriented’ courses introducad. Section 11
deals with the methodology used for the survey and the results #rc given in
Saction 1V. An analysis of the results 1n Section V is followed by an attempt
(in Section VI) to explain the changes in populdrity of the vdaricus courscs
together with some suggestions for improvement of the present Arts courscs,
and University admisston procedure.

II. University admissions and job oriented courses

Any student who obtains three passes and over 259 in the fourth subject
at the General Certificate of Education (Advanced Level) Exdmination at onc
and the same sitting within his first three attémpts, is cligible to be admitted
to the University of Sri Lanka. Of these only a fraction could be admiited to

1. De Silva, Indralal, “What students think of the Development Studies course—A Survey
carried out at the Colombo Campus.’ _
Proceedings of the WUS Asian Regional Workshop on Non-Formal Education, Colombo

(1976), 224.
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the Campuses owing to the lack of facilitics such as class rooms, laboratories
and staff. At present approximately 4000 out of 28,000 cligible candidates
gain admission. Those selected for admission (for Arts or Science Streams)
are then sent application forms by the Central Agency for Admissions of the
University of Sri Lanka, requesting them to give, in order of preference the
courses that they wish to follow. |

We restricted our study to the ‘Arts Stream’ as it was here that new ‘job
oriented’ courses were introcduced in addition to professional courses such
as Engineering, Medicine and Architecture already existing in other Faculties.
Before 1972 students who had sat the GCE (AL) examination, if admitted to
the University, were selected for courses where they read subjects they took
at the AL examination. (Sce Table I for details of subjects studied at the
GCE (AL)). For example a student with Economics, Geography, Sinhala and
History could be selected for Social Sciences and may be he would specidlise
in Economics, having 1ead Bconomics, Geography and Sinhala during the
first year at University. Similarly a student with Sinhala, Pali, Buddhist Civili-
sation and History would enter the Humanities Faculty. Naturdlly he couid
not study Economics and Geography. Admission itself was on the order of -
merit from among those eligible. With large numbers coming out of schools
having offered Sinhala, Pali, Sanskrit, Buddhist Civilisation etc., there were
large numbers admitted for courses in Humanities. They on graduation had
to find employment from among a limited number of openings available for
such graduates, one of the most popular being that of 2 school teacher pro-
ducing more students with GCE (AL) qualifications in Sinhala, Pali, Sanskrit,
etc. Humanities graduates were able to compete for employment with other
graduates when only a degree of a recognised University was the educational
requirement. While Humanities graduates were able to join the Sri Lanka
Administrative service on this basis, there were many instances where gradu-
ates in Science or Social Sciences were preferred although the post was adver-
tised for all graduates. We should however note that this was not the situdtion
20 years ago when the total number of Arts graduates produced was relatively
very low. With the amalgamation of all existing Universities into one Univer-
sity in 1972, certain amount of re-organisation of courses took place. Based
on the concept of ‘rationalisation’, Arts entrants were no longer admitted to
the faculties of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences, but instead they were
requested to choose from a range of 10 degree courses. They were also re-
quested to indicate their choice of campus where a course was offered at more
than one Campus. The degree courses offered were the following :

1. Development Studies 4 yr Colombo & Vidyodaya
2. Education 4 yr Colombo
3. Social Sciences 3-4yr Peradeniya |
4. Humanities 3-4 yr Vidyalankara & Jafina
5. Law 3yr Colombo
6. Business Administration 4 yr Vidyodaya
- 7. Public Administration 4yr Vidyodaya
8. Public Finance & Taxation 4 yr Colombo
9. Estate Management & Valuation 4 yr Vidyodaya
10. Commerce - 4 yr Vidyodaya
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The Education course had further subdivisions which were not taken into
account in this study. When the candiddtes who satisfied the eligibility con-
dition responded,with their order of preference of the above courses, they were
allocated to the various courses on merit. The cdandidates’ applications were
arranged in the order of merit and they were allocated their first choice until
the number that could be admitted to that particular course was filled. Then
their second choice wds granted and so on. Those candidates with a gocd
aggregate of marks obtained their first preference. All candidates in 1973,
70% in 1974, 309 in 1975 and 197¢ were admitted on a district quota basis,
but once the number of such places were decided on, they too were allocated
on merit from among candidates from the respective districts.

Of the above 10 courses the following six could bz considered as almost
the same courses as those that existed before 1972.

(1) Social Sciences (2) Humanities
(3) Law (4) Business Administration
(5) Public Adnministration (6) Commerce

We will now consider the other courses in detail.

Education

The course in Education was very similar to the B.Ed. course conducted
at Peradeniya for those who initially entered the Faculties of Arts. Thus
Education cannot be classified as a new course except for the fact that this
course was originally planned as a three year Diploma course and admission

was direct and not after the General Arts Qualifying Examination as was the
case at Peradeniya.

The Ministry of Educdtion initidted the course by informing the Umver-
sity of the need for 700 teachers annually to be appointed as Social Science
teachers to undertake the new NCGE/HNCE programme. Thus those seeking
admission to this course, quite rightly, anticipated immediate employment on
completion of the course.

The University admitted 700 to follow a three year diploma course.
- Student pressure exploited a situation where some students who studicd 3 years
at University obtained degrees and others did not, and succeeded 1n expanding
the course to lead to-a B.Ed. degree, after completing one more vear of teaching
following the Diploma. The very next year, the Ministry reduced ifs require-
ment to 250 and the number admitted was similarly reduced. In 1975 when the
first batch of students completed the Diploma, it was not clear whether they
would obtain teaching appointments, to fulfil the requirement to receive 4
degree. There were many student strikes on this issue and of course the un-
certainty of employment prospects for those following the course were com-
municated to those seeking admission, as seen from the results of this study.

The remaining three courses were new and considered ‘job-oriented,
courses. The intention of those who introduced these courses was not to
create job gudranteed courses but to divert some of the students following
traditional Arts courses (there was a view that traditional Arts courses were
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considered to produce unemployable graduates) to courses which could train
them for a few avenues of employment still available according to the planners.
It shoudd be mentioned here that statistics on manpower requirements were
almost nil and what one ofticial quoted at one meeting was contradicted by
other officials later. The University had no guidance at all on this question
and student pressure played the major role in some of the decisions taken.

Public Finance and Taxation

Originally 104 (in 1972) were admitted to this course which was introduced
to produce graduates who could be employed in the Department of Inland
Revenue. In subsequent years the number to be admitted was reduced to

about 50. Staff from the Department of Inland Revenue were involved in
curriculum work and teaching.

Estate Management and Valuation

As 1n the case of Public Finance and Taxation this course was designed
to produce graduates who could be employed in the Department of Valuation.
Here again, although the first batch consisted of 186 students, subsequent
batches admitted were less in number (50). Staff of the Department of Valu-
ation were 1nvolved in curriculum development and teaching.

Development Studies

A committee consisting of top level government officials recommended
the need to produce graduates who could be employed at graduate level posi-
tions in expanded development activities such as the District Development
Councils. A University committee drafted the syllabus with the expert advice
of government servants from relevant departments. The course was to con-
centrate on 13 areds of specialisations to be divided between Vidyodaya and
Colombo Campus. Finally both campuses undertook all specialisations and
the word ‘jobrange’ crept into the official documents that described the various
areas of specialisation. In turn the students expected an assurance of employ-
ment 1n the specific job areas or at least preferential consideration.

The difficulties encountered in conducting this course is well described
by Dias (*) and the Work Experience Programme which formed a vital com-
ponent of this course is explained by Bastianpillai (). Students follow a
Foundation Course consisting of the following subjects in their first year :

Culture, Mathematics, Geography, Political Science, Commerce,
Economics, History, Sociology, General Science and English.

At the end of the first year they were requested to select one of the following
13 job ranges. Selection to a particular job range depended on the candidate’s
performance at the Foundation Course Examination. The job ranges were :

1. Population and Manpower 2. Development Planning and
Planning Administration

3. Banking, Insurance & Findnce 4. Trdade and Commerce

2. Dias, Hiran, D., ‘Development Studies in the Colombo Campus—Hopes and Frustra-
tion’, ibid., 201.

3. Bastianpillai, Bertram, ‘Work Experience for Development Studies Special Degtee
Students—A Review,’ ibid., 232.
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5. Agriculture and Fisheries 6. Transport and Communication

7. Statistical Services | 8. State and Foreign Services

9. Industries dnd Industrizal 10. Tourism and Recreation
Relations 12. Industries

11. Social work and Social 13. Public and Industrial
Administration Relations

There was no restriction ds to the GCE (AL) subjects taken, thus en-

abling one with a Humanities subject combination to seek and gain admission
to this course.

IlI. Methodology used in the survey

For this survey, data was collected from a sample of students selected
for Admission to the Arts Stream at the Colombo, Peradeniva, Vidyodaya,
Vidyalankara and Jaffna Campuses of the Univeisity of Sri Lanka in the years
1974, 1975 and 1976. Since different numbers of students are admitted to the
different courses of study dvailable, it was decided to select a 25% sample at
random from the numbers entering each course. Thus it a total of N students
are admitted to, say the Development Studies course, then N/4 were selected
randomly for inclusion in the survey. This corresponds to a stratified random

sampling procedure where the stratification is in respect of the ten possible
Arts courses to which students could gain admission.

The above sampling procedure resulted in a total of 1593 students from
the above mentioned Campuses being included in the survey. For these
students, information relating to subjects studied at the AL examination,
medium of study, course to which admission was made and preference given
for different courses of study, was obtained for each of the vears 1974, 1975
and 1976. This information was obtained from student records available at
the Central Agency for Admissions and from applications for entry to the
University made by students qualified to do so. After the required information
was collected, it was coded ana transferred into punch cards. These were then

sorted using a card sorting machine which enabled the data to be summarised
easily.

1V, Results

(a) Subjects offered at the Advanced Level Examination

It 1s clear that admissions to the various courses of study would depend
on the availability of places for each course, the students performance at the

AL examination and in some cases on the students choice of subjects at this
examination.

A breakdown of subjects studied before entering the University (see
Table 1) shows Sinhala (or Tamil), Buddhist Civilisation, History, Govern-
ment and Economics as the subjects having most popularity. It is clear however,
that Sinhala, Buddhist Civilisation, History and Government are decreasing
in popularity while Economics seems to be increasing in popularity in both the
Sinhala and Tamil media. Other subjects which more students have chosen in
1975 are Commerce and Accounts. As a point of interest, we also note that
29 of the Tamil medium students hdave offered Sinhala as one of their subjects,

and details of the gradings obtained reveal that half of them have obtained
credit passes in this subject.
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TABLE 1

Distribution of GCE (Advanced Level) subjects offered by students
admitted to University Arts Course (Sinhala — and
Tamil medium).

S

Sinhala Medium Tamil Medium

Subjects 1974 1975 1976 1974 1975 1976
Sinhala 86.87; 88.2%  73.6% R oY% 2%
Buddbist Civilisation ... 73.105  72.6%  56.4% — ~— —
History 59.7%  61.2%  48.9% $4%  53% 44 %
Geography §2.00, 49.9%  56.2% 577 785,  s9%
Goverpment .., 49.5%  44.5%  37.0% 69% 67% 44%
Economics 41.47, 49.0%  6o.3% 45% 47% $s7%
Accounts 10.4 7, 9.47  24.7% 11y, 1% 229
Commerce 10.2 % 9.4%,  25.1% 129 19 27%
Pali’ = .. 6.0 4.2% 4.1% — — —
Logic 3.7% 4.2% 8.4 20, 119% 16Y
English 2.3% 1.6 0.6% 8% 16% 19
Sanskrit 1.4 2.2% 0.4 % — — —
Christianity - .., e 0.9% 0.4% 0.4 -— — —
Greek and Roman Civilisation 0.7% = 0.4% 0.0% — e
Buddhism . 0.5% 0.2% 0.4%, ~— — —
Hindu Civilisation s — — — C17% 25% 27
Islamic Civilisation et . — — — 15% 139 10%
‘Tamil e — — 877, 819% 68Y
Others 1.29] 2.4% 3.4% 0% 4% 21%

(b) Student numbers selected for courses

The number of students entering edch course in a particular year in a
particular medium for the sample data collected is shown in Table II. For all
courses other than Social Sciences and Humanities the intake is the same each
year. The slight variations observed are likely to be due to the fact that we are
considering only a sample of students instead of the whole population entering
into the Arts Stream. We should also note that the number admitted to each
course does not appear to be dependent on the medium of study.

TABLE II

Distribution of Student Admission to University Arts Courses
for a 259, sample,

University Sinhala Tamil Total Total
Course of Medium Medium for all
Study Yeats
1974 1975 1976 1974 1975 1976 1974 1975 1976
Development Studies ... 86 07 03 14 II 12 100 108 10§ 313
Education .., ‘e 40 40 44 o 6 3 46 46 47 139
Social Sciences 12§ 114 152 27 18 26 152 132 176 462
Humanities ... I13 134 136 18 32 30 131 166 164 403
Law IO 9 9 3 4 4 I3 I3 I3 39
- Business Administration 14 1§ 1§ 0 0 o I4 1§ 1§ 44
Public Administration 12 14 13 3 I 2 1§ 1§ 1§ 45
Public Finance and -
Taxation ... s 8 7 7 o 2 2 8 0 0 20
Estate Management and
Valuation el 7 3 0 I o 0 8 8 0 25§
Commerce ... IX 1Y 19 I I 2 I2 12 I3 37
Total ... .« 432 449 489 67 75 81 499 524 5§70 1593
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(¢) Selection of courses—1st choice

The first choice among Arts courses of students entering the University
from 1974 to 1976 is seen from results presented in Table I11. It is seen that in

1974 the course holding most populdrity among the Sinhala student popu-
lation is Education while the Tamil students have a high preference for the
Social Science course. A change is observed however by 1976 with the Deve-
lopment Studies course gaining in popularity among both Sinhala and Tamil
students. Other courses which have increased in populdrity over the years are
Business Administration, Commerce and Estate Management and Valuation
among the Sinhala students, and Public Administration and Commerce among
the Tamil students. : |

TABLE III

Distribution of first choice among University Arts Courses
- (Sinhala and Tamil medium)

il

Sinhala Medium Tamil Medium

Total
Course of Study 1974 1975 1976 1974 1975 1976 1974 1975 1976
Development Studies ... 14% 20% - 23% 16% 11%  18% 15% 16% 21%
Education . 27% 219 209, 109 8% 18% 19% 14% 199
Social Sciences .. 189 26%  15% 349 28%  15%  26%  27%  15%
Humanities .13 6%, 2%, 3% 6%, s % 8% 6% 4%
Law 7% 5% 4% 2%y 16y, §% 1005 110, 5%
Business Administration... 774 8% 14% 3% 4% 0% s % 6% 7%
Public Administration ... 3% 3% 2%  11% 129 16Y 7% 8% 109,
Public Finance & Taxation 7% 7% 7% 9% 119% 10% 8% 9%, 9%
Estate Management e 37 s 6%  o% 3% o% 1.5% 4% 3%
Commerce R &/ 1% 7% 2% 1% 0% 1.5% 1%, 8%

100% 100% 1009% 1009% 1009 100% 100% 1009, 100 %

alnillh

(d) Students’ preference to admitted course of study

Preference shown by students for the course of study to which they were
finally admitted is shown in Table IV a and IV b. The first column gives the

percentages of those admitted on their first choice followed by other columns
showing percentages selected on their second, third, and fourth choice, while the
5th column gives percentage of those who hdve been unsuccessful in being

‘admitted to any of their first four choices. These two tables reveal a con-

“siderable amount of information on their own, showing for instance that there
yet remains on the more popular courses (eg. Education and Development
Studies in 1976) some students for whom the courses are not within their first
four choices.’ - -
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TABLE IVa

Distribution of the choice on which students were admitted to University
Arts courses (Sinhala Medium).

- 3 -
3 : 3 O S
2 3 | 5§ 5 i3
< " S 3 & 8 ¥3
s S a S o ™ 2s N KE ~ 3R
© § --E o 3 ] ® ‘E & u & -ﬁ.’-g §
30 8 5§ ¥ Ef o5 o3~ 3% 3
A NN S * O
Those admitted on i 74 499 967_ ;7“/”“ 45% 80% 100% 0% 100% ° o
: : A 43% 277
their first choice 75 61% 929 68% 16/: mo“: Ioo‘zz o% 100‘2 100'%? 467:
76 6505 847 367, 77 677 10005 1595 1009, 789, 362,
Those rejected on 1st 74 26% 02 159, 20% 109, o% 358% c? ° y
. | 4370 27
choice but admitted 75 19“/{; 87:, I 5‘2 7":, o“:, G“Z 93 “Z O“Z 0% 130//“
on second choice 76 4% 7% 13% 3% 0% 0% 85% 0% 119  46%,
Thoschrg]ccted on 18t 74 17% z‘:“ 9% 160/, OZ-, 020 I?Z/..-; 0V 147, 187,
two choices but admit- 75 119 oY%, 4% 159 oY% 0% 0% 0% 8¢ 27%
tt;d on 51:(1 choice 76  10% 2% 18% 139 11% 0% 074 0% 117, 1876
Those: tejected on 1st 74 8% 2% 5% 6% 0% °% 177 © o 0 7% 9 Vo
3 choices but admitted 75 4% 0% 7%  23% YA o% 7% o% 0% 9 %%
on 4th chqlce 76 3%, 6% 8% 219 11% oY% o% o% o% oY%
Townocadmitedon 74 o 0% 8wy e of 8 of of Y
elr 15t four
choices ;é %“ﬁ ? 2 f’ 5%“//ﬂ e 0 0w VRS BNY,
o 7 5 5676 11 ©) 0y Q)5 0} 0%
Total 1007, 1007, 1007, 1007, 1007, 1007, 10075 1007, 1007, 1007
TABLE IVb
Distribution of the choice on which students were admitted to Uﬁiversity
Arts Courses (Tamil Medium)
- - ] S -
3 . ] S
, ~§ ‘= w-E.. ~§s ¥ =
° A = 5 R
< < S & S &S
3 . T 0§ §: &3
w?.\ t W = o3 Py ﬂ: e § "‘é g L “
33 S, A 2 o3 N KF A
© W -E = ~ ¥ v 2 S & E"t& E
£ Fodor oF oy BTog g oy
’ A S SV ¥ O
Those admitted on 74 5::}2{, - 63% 6% 67% @ ——  33% - 0% o
their 1st choice 7 2704 332%, 61% 16% 3% e 0;% SOZA E— °©%
76 75%  67% 2374 137, 50), —— 100J, 1007, — oY
Those rejected on 1st y S ° y ° — ; v ;
choice bu]t admitted B3 o/ ° i “A * “é %5 o5 o - & IOOG/
: on 75 377 7% 7% 3% 257 —— ©% O Ic’“23*/
and chmf:c, 76 8% 0% 12% 4% 0% —— 100% 0% — 100Y%
Those tejected on 1st 74 7'} -— I Yo 1195 33% —  34% @ — ©%  °%
two choices but admit- 75 1844 I7n/“ o% 12% 0%  —— 0% 0% pA
ted on 3rd choice 76 8% 6%, 159% 3% 0% — 0% 0% A
Those rejected on 15t 74 7‘:{0 —— 4 ﬂ/, 5:}% c‘:n —— 0:“ — 0% OZ/:-.
thrce_ choices but 75 0 7 330/“ 17.;.4 Igﬂ/, .:./ e 00,4 OGA © /4
admitted on 4th choice 46 9% 0% 129 30% s50% e °% A ©%
Those not admitted on 74 0:4 —— 4% s50% 0 GA —— % - 0% 0;%:
any of their 1st four g 184 oé 54 56/ 0% —— 0% 50 /4 ——— O /o
choices 76 o5 337 387, so), o) — 0% 0% —  0)
Total 100y, 100% 100% 100% 100% - 100% 100% 100% 1009,
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Y. Analysis of Results

We have briefly co?mmented on some aspects of the results while pre-
senting them 1n Section IV. We dnalyse these results in detail in this section.

B:fore we proceed further, it is important to note that the population
considered for this study is the population of students admitted for Arts
courses in 1974, 1975 and 1976. This is not equivalent to the population of
students who sat the AL examination nor to the population of students eli-
gible for admission. Thus the results presented may not give a true picture of

those sitting for or qualifying at the AL examination. They only give us in-
formation on the students who gained admission.

Table 1 shows the distribution of subjects taken by those who gained
admission. Restriction on subject combination imposed for certain courses of
study taken together with the procedure of stratified sampling adopted by us
makes this distribution vary from that of those who sat the AL examination
and also that of those who were eligible for admission.

The subject offered by the largest number is Sinhala/Tamil. This has
remained so over the three years but the percentage has dropped from 87%/
to 73%, for Sinhala and 689, for Tamil. The percentage offering Sinhala,
Buddhist Civilisation, History and Government in the Sinhala medium and
Tamil, History and Government in the Tamil medium dropped over the three
years under study. Economics, Accounts, Commerce and Geography are
subjects where 1n both media, the percentage of students that offered these
subjects increased over the three years, but they are a long way from being the
most popular subjects. However, we note that once popular subjects like Pali,
Sanskrit have been offered by very few students and that the popular Huma-
nities subjects now are only Sinhala/Tamil, Buddhist Civilisation ana History.

We now come to the first choice of those admitted to the Arts courses,
and some 1dea about the popularity of courses is found from results presented
in Table I1I. Among those admitted in the Sinhala medium, the most popular
courses were Education in 1974, Social Sciences in 1975 and Development
Studies in 1976. These courses had been the three most popular combination
of courses during all three years. Taking individual courses, the popularity of
Education reduced from 27% to 209 during the three years. Development
Studies on the other hand has increased in popularity from 14% in 1974 to
2376 1n 1976. Social Sciences became more popular with the 1975 batch and
again dropped in populatity in 1976. This situation could be explained by
the fact that with the introduction of job oriented courses including Education,
the once popular Social Sciences course dropped in popularity. Then as
students following these courses encountered problems of employment, Social
Sciences again gained popularity. Repeated strikes to obtain teaching appoint-
ments for those who completed three yedrs of the Education course led to a
drop 1n popularity of Education and an appreciation of the course content
of the Development Studies courses may have resulted in the slow but steady
Increase 1n the popularity of this course in spite of the uncertainty of securing
- employment on graduation. As opposed to the course in Education, Develop-
ment Studies students had yet to graduate and information on the problems of
securing employments was still not available. Other courses that have shown a
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marked increase in popularity are those in the Faculty of Management Studies,
namely Business Administration and Commerce. The percentages are rela-
tively low due to the special requirements at the GCE (AL.)

While the above analysis 1s applicable when we study Table III on its
own, care must be taken in interpreting the percentages given in this table
with results in Column I of Table 1V. In so doing we should take into account
the sample sizes corresponding to each course given inTable II. For example
Table 111 shows that in the Sinhala medium only 7% gave Business Adminis-
tration as their first choice in 1974. This is roughly 30 students of the sample.
Table 1V shows that 1009, of those admitted gave this course as their first
choice. Table Il gives this number as 14 students of the sample. Thus 14
- (10074) out of 30 (7)) students of the sample have obtained their first choice.
This means that about 509, . of those who indicated this course as their first
choice gained admission to the course. A similar calculation shows that in
1976, 61 (657;) out of 112 (239) students have obtained their first choice on
the Development Studies course while 37 (84%) out of 98 (20%)) obtained
first choice on the course in Education. Thus 54 % of those who indicated
Development Studies as their first choice had gained admission for this course
while only 36 9/ of those who indicated Education as first choice were success-
ful to be admitted to Education. This shows that although Development

Studies is more popular (with a higher percentage of first choice) admissions
to the Educdtion course was more difficult.

Other information that we find very interesting from Table III is that
~ In spite of the majority having the required subject combination, the per-
centage choosing Humanities as first choice was only 13% in 1974 and as low
as 27, in 1976. Students seeking admission have already seen the problems
facing Humanities graduates and have opted for other courses. In order
- to fill the nearly 500 places available for Humanities, as much as 56%,
“had been admitted from those who did not include Humanities in their first
four choices. This means that more than half the student population that
study Humanities have not selected this course. On the other hand, if the
University is to choose from those who like the course, then they will have to
take students with a lower aggregate at the AL Examination and leave out
students who are more qualified. Thus the University, in trying to be fair by
those who have performed better, are admitting them to courses they like less.
The most reasonable solution to this problem would of course be to reduce

intake to unpopular courses and increase the intake to the ‘job oriented’
course.

So far we have discussed the results for Sinhala medium students. Inthe
Tamil medium, the picture is similar with Development Studies, Education and
Social Sciences being the most popular. The popularity of the Social Sciences
course had dropped from 349 to 15% while Education has increased from
109 to 18 ), witha drop to 8%, in 1975. Public Administration, Public Finance
and Taxation and Commerce have increased in popularity and Humanities is
very low in popularity. It is noted that although the popularity among Sinhala
students was for Business Administration as compared to Public Adminis-

tration, the order 1s reversed in the Tamil medium, thus indicating the tradi-
tional preference of the Tamil population for employment in the public sector.

108



S Abeysekera, Indralal de Silva, V', K. Samaranayake

Examining now the distribution of the choice on which students were
admitted (Tables IVa and I1Vb) we see that all selections for the Business
Administration and Publi¢ Finance and Taxation for all three years have been
done on their first choice. We should note that the actual numbers admitted
‘are small. The 1007, mark was reached in two other courses in 1975, namely
Law and Estate Management and Valuation. However, the figures for Social
Sciences 1s rdather low (36%,) and Humanities a paltry 79,. The figures for
Commerce and Public Administration are also low at 36 % and 159% respec-
tively but here the reason may be that those eligible for Commerce and Public
Adminjstration indicate Business Administration as their first choice. If you
take the figures of those admitted on 1st and 2nd choices (add figures in Column
1 and 2) then Commerce has 829, and Public Administration 100 %,.

At the other end of Table IVa we have (Column 5) the percentages of
students admitted to courses which were not within their first four preferences.
It 1s alarming to note that 569, of those admitted in 1976 to read Humanities
fall into this category. Other figures are 25% for Social Sciences, 11%, for
Law, 87, for Development Studies and 7%, for Education. If one combines
Columns 4 and 5 of Table 1Va to find the percentage that was admitted to
a course that was not one of their first three choices, then there are 77 %, such
students admitted for Humanities in 1976, while the figure was only 19%

for 1974. As mentioned earlier, those figures show the increasing unpopularity
of the Humanities course very well.

The corresponding figures for the Tamil medium given in Table IVb
present a similar picture with 509, for Humanities, 38 %/ for Social Sciences
and 337 for Education as the percentages for whom these courses were not
within their first four choices. The small size of the stratified sample make the

figures for the rest of the courses, where only a small number were admitted,
unreliable.

VI. Conclusions and Comments

The results analysed above show clearly a change in the popularity of
subjects offered at the G.C.E. (A.L.) Examination and also a change in the
popularity of the various University courses. We have seen that the average
Arts entrant 1s sensitive to the employment potential of the various courses
and that he 1s more interested in professional courses than purely academic
courses. This 1s shown in the drop in popularity of Social Sciences at Pera-
-~ demiya, once considered the most prestigious Arts course. Arts graduates who
study the same subjects as at the G.C.E. (A.L.) have been produced in excess
of our needs. On the other hand, the new ‘job oriented’ courses have created
their own problems of overspecialisation in a narrow field. The fact that
students for these courses are selected at entry itself creates further problems

as there 1s no possibility of shifting to another course later. In fact most
students had no clear understanding of the courses they selected and entered
the University for. This is bound to result in a large drop out rate (this study
did not exdamine this aspect but the drop out rate is high).

We also see the immense popularity of the Management courses. Here the
students find that there are openings for employment, even at a level lower
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than that for gradu_ates._ This 1s not so in the case of other Arts courses. Un-
fortundtely the University does not have sutficient places on these courses to
admit even all those who had given such courses as their first choice,

The authors feel that some changes are necessary to overcome those defi-
ciencies of the present Arts courses and the University admission process.

A possible way in which this could be achieved smoothly is by making the
following changes.

Admit Arts students to faculties of Arts or Management. All these
students will follow for the first year or the first two years basic academic
courses in subjects they have studied at the G.C.E. (AL) classes as well as other
subjects such as Mathematics and Statistics which would be prerequisites for
some of the third and fourth year courses. After the basic courses, students
could select their courses of study with an emphasis on academic or pro-
fessional training. For example, a student may specialise in Economics or
go for professional courses in Education, Public Finance or Statistics. In the

Faculty of Management Studies, the split into Public Administration, Business
Administration etc. could take place after the basic courses.

This structure would be much more flexible if a course unit system 1is
introduced. Students would, after the basic courses, select the course units
needed for the degree they like, provided they have the prerequisites. Those
who are not interested 1n a four year special degree would work towards collec-
ting sufficient course units to receive a general degree. Those expecting to go
into the teaching profession may take some units in Education. This will also
allow the Social Science student to offer a few Humanities course units and
vice versa. The present ‘job ranges’ can be retained in the form of course units
leading to specialisations such as Banking, Statistics and Demography.

The above system will also reduce the drop out rate as students if dis-
illusioned with what they hoped to read could easily change course in md

stream. Also they have one or two years of University experience before they
are to decide on the areas of specialisation.

Further improvements are possible if all Campuses are to follow the
same syllabii for the basic courses. Then it would be possible to allow inter
Campus transfers on the results of the basic course examinations, to the good
students who would want to specialise in a field available only at another
Campus. This method could also be used to admit students to the Campuses
from affiliated Colleges which would conduct only the basic courses.
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