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Pall Gnatha Samiti (PTS) ca Paccbimadese 
TheravSda-Buddhadhammafica; Sirilankaya saha 

Pali Gantha Samitiya Sambandho: 
Punar3valokanamekam

Ayasmata Acariyena Vijitadhammena (Wijithadhamma) 
Siri Lankaya Siri Jayavaddhanapura Vissavijjalayamhi 
Pali-Sogata Ajjhayanamse Jetthakathikacariyabhutena

Uddeso
Angallsadese London nama nagare (idani pana Bristol 
nagare) patitthita Pali Gnatha Samiti (PTS) namesa 
samiti pana atippakata ceva viduhi susambhavita ca 
pancatimsadhikam satasamvaccharam. Pali-Buddha 
dhammassa atha va Theravada-Buddhadhammassa 
saram mulaganthanusareneva natukamanam pacchima- 
desavasikanam esa samiti mahadupakaram kata 
Palibhasaya racitanam mulaganthanam sodhanena ca 
muddapanena ca tesam parivattanena ca sarasangahassa 
pakasanena cati. Kim bahuna. Tassa seva pana mahatT 
eva.
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Sirilankaya saha tassa Pali Gantha Samitiya 
sambandham paunravaloketum ahamettha vayamami 
amhadisanam bhikkhujanananca tumhadisanarp gihl- 
odatavasanananca ussukkatthaya Palibhasaya ca 
Paiisahiccassa ca vaddhanasamvaddhanavisaye.

Pali Gantha Samitiya Saraarambho

Ito pancatinisadhikasatasamvaccharato pubbe (1881) 
Thomas William Rhys Davids nama pan^ito 
AngalTsadese London nama nagare Palighatha Samitim 
samarabhi. So ekasahassa-atthasatadhika-catusatthivasse 
Lankadipamupagami. Tasmim samaye amhakam rattham 
ArigalTsajatikehi paripalitam. Tada so pathamataram 
rajjasevaya niyutto ahosi takkalalankandukarakassa 
puggalika-lekhakadhikaradhuram vahanto. Paccha 
mtifLnu ahosi Lankadese dakkhinabhage Galunama 
padese. Tasmim adhikaranadhure kiccam karente 
tadasanne ekassa viharassa yam kind adhikaranam tassa 
sammukhamapannarp. Tam vupasametum sutavinayam 
natabbanti patijanasi. Teneva karanena so Palibhasam 
ugganhitabbanti tTresi.



EkunavTsateme voharasatavasse Sirilankadrpe 
vusitapubbesu viditasatthesu fiatabahubhasasu sadhasila 
sutaccagapanfiadigvuiehi samupetesu bahussutesu 
mahattheresu mahapanqlito'ti pakato Yatramullagamajo 
Dhammaramo mahatthero tassa manoratham sadhesi 
palibhasaqi ugganhapetva. Tato pubbe Robert Caesar 
Childers, nama angalajatiko ca tassa therassa santike 
Palibhasam uggaijhi. 1 So mahasayo Rhys Davids 
paijdi tassa duvassato pubbe Lankadlpamagamma 
ticatuvassanamantare kalenakalam Dhammaramena 
mahattherena Palibhasam ugganhi. Tassa panglitavarassa 
Palibhasuggahaijakicce kariyasadhanata 'Dictionary o f 
Pali Language 'nama Pali-Angallsa saddakosato datthum 
sakka. So pandito attano saddakosassa safinapane etassa 
mahattherassa Palibhasaya kosallattam atTva vannitam. 
Tattha vuttanayena Childers pantfite tasmim saddakose 
karente tayo Laiikavasino mahadupakarena tassa 
anuggahimsu. Tesu Lankikesu pamukho eso Yatramulle 
Dhammaramo mahatthero hi.2 Attharasadhikadvesattati 
voharavasse tena pantfitena pakasitassa Indian Antiquary 
nama pakasane ca Dhammarama therapadassa 
pandiccana taposUadigunadayo ca kittimukhena 
vannito.3
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Rhys Davids mahapanito tassa Hibbert Lectures 
nama kathamalaya ayasmato Dhammaramassa 
bhasappabhavafica kosallattaiSca anekakarena 
sandassitam hoti.4 Tenetam tattha vuttam.

"7 once knew such a man he would have seemed 
nothing to a passing observer, but them a 
deceased looking monk rather mean in stature. 
When he first came to me, the hand o f  death was 
already upon him. He was sinking into the grave 
from effects o f  a painful and incurable malady. I  
had heard o f  his learning as a Pali scholar and 
o f his illness and was grateful to him fo r  leaving 
home under such circumstances to teach a 
stranger. There was a strange light in his sunken 
eyes, and he was constantly turning away from  
questions o f  Pali to question on Buddhism. I find  
him versed in all the poetry and ethics o f  the 
suttas. There was an indescribable attraction 
about him. His simplicity and high minded filled  
me with reverence ”.5

Tassa Rhys Devids panditassa pubbadassita- 
vacananusarena Dhammaramattherassa gurubhumika ca
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accudaramanussattanca samma paridlpTyate. Sattattha 
vassarn Palibhasamugganhitapubbo so rajjasevaya ca 
ajjhapanassa ca yena kenaci ghatthanam nissaya 
rajjasevam pahaya Angallsadesaip agamasi. Viggo 
Fausball, R.C. Childers, Hermann Oldemburg iccadihi 
takkalmamahapacmapanditehi saddhlm paclnasattha 
gavesane niyutto ahosi.' Pubbaviittesu panditesu Fausball 
mahasayo attharasadhika-sattasattatimassa vassassa 
pubbe'va Jatakapaliya patliamam kharidarn muddapesi. 
Hermann Oldemburg mahasayo Vinayapitakapalim 
muddapesi. Etadisanam mahapanditanam sevanabhajana 
payirupasanehi samuttejito sampaliainsito Rhys Davids 
panditavaro attharasadhika-ekasltivasse idam Pali 
Gantha Samitim samarabhi. Tasminfieva vasse Hibbert 
Lecturers nama desanamalam pavattetum Amerikadesarn 
gato so attano kathasu tassa samitiya sappayojanata ca 
Palibhasaya racitaganthanam muddapane mahapphalata 
ca avadharesi.

Rhys Davids pandito'va tassa samitiya patham 
asabhapatidhuranca vahi. Cattaro mahapandita namehi 
Viggo Fausball, Hermann Oldemburg, Emile Senart, 
Richard Morris cati tassa samitiya pathame
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adhikarimandale samajika abhavimsu. U.B. Brodribb 
mahasayo ca W.W. Hunter mahasayo ca lekhaka 
bhandagarikadhurani vahimsu.

Pali Gantha Samitiya SamSrambhe Sirilankaya 
Upakarata

Pali Gantha Samitim samaraddhum Rhys Davids 
mahapanditassa Sirilankikassa Yatramullagamajassa 
Dhammaramassa mahattherassa Palibhasugganhapana 
pathavameva mahadupakaramakanti veditabbam. Na tu 
kevalam. Tam samitim arabhitum Sirilankaya saddha 
sampanna palibhasasahiccassa vuddhikama tesattati 
theravara ca tevTsati gahattha ca tassa mahapanditassa 
mulyena anuggahimsu. Visesavasena Vakukatitthe 
Ambagahapiti nama vihare Ganacariyena Vimalasara 
mahattheravarena pancaginiya (ettha ginrti takkallna 
mulyam) anuggahi. Lankaya Galu nama padese E.R. 
Gunaratna Atapattu Mudalindena pesitam tesam 
namavali 'Journal o f the Pali Text Society - 1882' 
namasmim tassa samitiya pathama sarasangahe 18-20 
pitthesu antogadha. Tena Rhys Davids panditeneva
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tasmim sarasangahe 'Report o f the Pali Text Society' 
nama tasmim samitiya nivedane evarp vuttamatthi. "....In 
the spring o f 1882 there came the welcome intelligence 
that more than seventy o f  the most important o f the 
members o f  the Buddhist Order in Ceylon and shown 
their appreciation o f  the work, and their trust in its 
promoters, by subscribing in advance to the cost o f the 
printing...."

".....These donations having supplied at home the 
deficiencies which would other vice have arisen in the 
changes for printing if  we had not had recourse to the 
subscriptions o f the Ceylon, we have been enabled to 
leave the whole o f  the latter amount in the Island itself 
to be applied their exclusively to the purchase o f  
manuscripts....."

Pali Gantha Samitiya pa{hamena sabhapatina eva tattha 
vuttakarena Siri Lankayam aggappatta pandita 
theravaranam mulyadhareneva tassa samitiya pafhamani 
sarasangahaqi muddapitam. Tasma janantayasmanta Siri 
Lankikanam bhikkhunaqi bahupakarata London Pali 
Gantha Samitiya samarambhakakiccakiriyasu.



Na kevalam mulyadanamatteneva Siri Lankika 
bhikkhu Pali Gantha Samitiya anuggahimsu. Atha tassa 
samitiya saipvaddhananca niccameva patthayiipsu 
saddhiqi abhinavahi yojanahica. Catunnam pamukhanam 
slhalabhikkhunam tadisani trni asamsanasandesani tena 
mahapanditcna tasmiqi pajhamasarasangahe pakasitani 
tani slhalabhasaya likhitanyapi. Tatha Palibhasaya 
likhitarp eakam sandesanca tattha pakasitamatthi. Tam 
sandhaya tena mahapanditena evam vuttamatthi.

"But the Buddhist Bhikkhus themselves are by no 
means desirous that our effort should be directed 
either entirely or immediately to the publication o f  the 
Pitakas alone. I  have received from four o f  their 
number, whose opinion, especially on those points on 
which they agree, may fairly be taken as representative 
o f  the general opinion o f  the sangha, the four letters 
(three in Sinhalese and one in Pali) which are printed in 

fu ll in the Appendix...."

Evamadina nayena Rhys Devids panditena likhitaip 
idampettha aharami Pali Gantha Samitiyaya saddhim Siri 
Lankaya sambandham tumhakam sandassanatthaya.
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Siri Lankaya gahatthapabbajita talapanna pottha 
kanuppadanena va tesam patilekhanena va sara 
sangahassa lekhanasampadanena va Pali Gantha 
Samitiya saddhim accantasamipasambandhaip pavatta 
yimsu. Rhys Davids pandito 1884 vasse tasmim samitiya 
sarasangahe evam vadati.

" our great want has been now, as heretofore, 
that o f good MSS.; and this respect we have, as 
heretofore, to express our thanks to Gooneratne 
Mudaliar who has not only had some MSS. copied under
his directions....  As prominent these other friends, I
should like to mention the name o f Wimalasara 
Unnanse, o f the Ambagahapitiya Vihara, Galle, to whom 
the society is especially indebted for  procuring, not only 
subscribers, but also manuscripts.... "

Tasmim samitiya sabhapatissa pubbadassitavacana 
nusarena takkalmasadesikanam SihaladTpikanam 
anuggahassa sabhavam samma paridTpTyate. Ganacariyo 
Vimalasaratthero pamukho hutva Lankadlpato 
talapannapotthakani Pali Gantha Samitiya pesitabhavam 
tattha vuttam. Tattha sandassitakarena tasmim eva 
samaye Lankaya dakkhinabhage Rattagame sirigane



vihare Saddhanandatthero Sucittalankara, Abhidhamrna 
vatara'ti dve potthake pesesi. Tatha Galu padese 
Minuwangoda nama game Bulatgama Dhammalankara 
siri Sumanatissattherena Mahaniddesanca. Lankaya 
majjhimabhage Mahanagare Pattiruppuwavihare 
Suriyagoda Sonuttaratthavirena Udanam pesitam. E.R. 
Gunaratanena Atapattu Mudalindena Pauggalapannattim 
pesitam. Tasseva upadesena Anguttara, Saniyutta dve 
nikaya ca Udana, Apadana, Itivuttaka, Puggalapannatti 
atthakathayo ca patilekhanamakari. Kalatitthe Abraham 
Mendis Mudalindassa upadesena Petavatthu, Vimana 
vatthu dve gantha ca Puggala-atthakatha ca patilekhana 
makari.

Siri Lankiko Louis de Zoysa nama Mudalindo
asmim samitiya pathamassa sarasangahassa "List o f Pali,
Sinhalese, Sanskrit Manuscripts in the Colombo
Museum" ti matikam katva saragabbhalekhanam
racayitva pakasesi. Tato paccha dutiyakalape James
Alwis panditassa dve desanayo pakasita. Atha tatiye
kalape E.R. Gunaratanassa Mudalindassa Telakataha
gatha sodhanam pakasitam. 1886, 1887, 1892 vassesu
teneva Mudalindena Vimanavatthu Afthakatha, Pajjamadhu,
D hatukatha Afthakatha’ti tayo gantha sodhetva tasm iip
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sarasangahe pakasita tatha N . Saddhananda nam a bhikkhuna 
1890 saipvacchare Saddhammasangaham sodhesi ca.

Visatime voharasatavasse Siri LankikSnaip sambandho
Tato paccha vTsatime voharasatavasse'pi bahu Siri 
Lankika gahatthapabbajita pandila Pali Gantha Samitiya 
saddhim sahasambandhino ahesum. Tesu eko mahatthero 
pamukho. hoti. So pan na anno. Maramma-ratthato 
Aggamahapandita nama garavopadhim laddho pathamo 
LankavasT samano Polvatte Buddhadatto mahatthero’va. 
So. Theravaro timsavassam attano palibhasapandccam 
taya Pali Gantha Samitiya kiccakiriyesu sampayojesi.

Pali Gantha Samitimarabbha tassa mahattherassa 
mahaseva teneva mahattherena attano sayam likhita 
apadane sutthu sandassitatthi. Tatha Ananda W.P. 
Guruge nama panditassa ‘From the Living Fountains of 
Buddhism’ nama ganthe ca. Imasmiip pariyesane te dve 
gatha atisayena samavalokita.

Eso mahatthero Lankaya dakkhinadisabhage 
Ambalangoda padese Polvatta nama game uppanno 
jatiya dasadvadasavasso samano sambuddhasasane
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pabbajitva attano acariyanam Palibhasafica Tepitaka 
dhammafica sarama ugganhi. Daharova samano so 
ayasma Marammarattham gantva tattha mahapanditehi 
therehi ca satthakatham Tepitakafia MagadhI 
byakaranafica pariyapuni. Tattheva laddliupasampanno 
ahosi. Puna Larikadlpamagamma attano palibhasa- 
pandiccam pakatlkaronto palighantha sodhane ca 
parivattane ca niyutto ahosi. Tasmim samaye London 
Pali Gantha Samitiya padhanabhuata sirimatl Rliys 
Davids nama mahapannavantiya ca taya paccha tattha 
padhanattamapannaya LB. Homer nama dhTmatiya 
saddhinca lelchana pesanavasena anekesu kiccakiriyesu 
byavato.

Pathamatarameva eso mahapandito ekunavlsatya- 
dhike ekadasame voharavasse dasame mase (October) 
taya samitiya samarambhakassa Rhys Davids nanditassa 
lekhanam pesitapubbam Palibhasaya. Masato paccha 
tena dinnam paccuttaram tena mahattherena 
slhalabhasaya thapitam tassa sayamlikhitapadane 81-82 
pitthesu.

Tettimsavassam tena Buddhadattena tisata- 
ppamanani leldianani likhitapubbani taya samitiya.
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■ ^
Adduddhasatappamana-paccuttarani ca laddhani taya 
samitiya.

London Paligantha samitiya Samarambhaka 
sabhapatibhutassa Rhys Davids mahapanditassa paccha 
eso mahatthero tasmim samagame padhanattamapannaya 
sirimatiya Rhys Davids nama mahapannavantiya ca taya 
paccha tattha padhanattamapannaya I.B. Horner nama 
dhlmatiya ca saddhinca ovadadanavasena lekhana 
pesanena ca ganthasodhanena ca vasena anekesu 
kiccakiriyesu byavato ahosi.

Paligantha samitiya tena sodhita gantha
Anuruddhacariyassa Namarupaparicchedam (1914)
Buddhadattacariyassa Abhidhammavataram (1915)
Pvuparupavibhagam (1915)
Vinayavinicchaya-Uttaravinicchayadvayam (1927)
Buddhaghosacariyassa SammohavinodanT nama 
Vibhanga Atthakatha (1923)
Upasenacariyassa Saddhammapajjotika nama 
Niddesatthakatha (1931)
English-Pali Dictionary (1955)
MohavicchedanT (1961)
Jinakalamall (1964)
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"Tasma tassa Buddhadatta mahattherassa palibhasa 
pandiccam nissaya desadesantaresu Lankavaslnarn 
theravaranarn sukittiravam abbhuggatanti veditabbarn. 
Tasmirn kale London Paligantha Samitiya bahupandita 
Buddhadatta mahattherassa upakareneva paligantha 
samsodhanadi sabbakiccani akarimsu.

Thapetva Aggamahapanditam Buddlaadatta 
mahatthcrani anne'pi vinnii theravara ca gahatthapandita 
ca ganthasodhanena va parivattanena va tassa samitiya 
anuggahimsu. Tesarn kiccam samkhepena dassayissami. 
Pathamam ganthasodhanam agacchati.

An
kain

Giunhanamam Sodhaka Pakasita
vassam

1 Namarupasamaso
(Khemappakaxana)

P. Dhammaramo 1915-16
sarasangahe

2 SmvwuSIu11v11w|J(1 r  .Bliamrrmiamo 1917-19
sarasangahe

3 Ivlahavamsa-tlka,
(Vamsatthappakasinl)

G.P.Malalasekero 1935

4 Vittharita
Mahavamsa

G.P.Malalasekero 1937

5 V isuddhajanavilasim C.E.Godakumburo 1954
6 Hatthavanagallavihar

avarnso
C.E.Godakumburo 1956
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7 SamantakGtavatjjjana C.E. Godakumburo 1958
8 Samantapasadika

Bahiranidana
N.A.Jayawickramo 1962

9 Upasakaj analankaro H. Saddbatisso 1965
10 Dlgha-nikaya-pka

(Ljnatthapakasinl)
Lily de Silva 1970

11 Thupavarpso N.AJayawickramo 1971
12 Buddhavaipsa and 

Cariyapitaka
N.A.Jayawickramo 1974

13 Dasabodhisattuppatti
katha

H. Saddbatisso 1975

14 Vimanavatthu &
Petavatthu
(navinasodhanaip)

N.AJ'ayawickramo 1977

15 Paflcappakaranatthak
atha

N.A.Jayawickramo 1979

16 Abhidhammattha
sangaha
Abhidhammatdiavibh 
avim-fikaya saddhim

H, Saddhatisso 1989

17 NamacaradTpika H. Saddhatisso 1990
sarasangahe

18 Bhesajjamanjusa J. Liyanaratno 1997



Atha dutiyam Palibhasaya racitanam potthakanam Angall 
bhasaparivattane niyuttanam vibudhajananam namani ca 
tesam parivattananam namani ca sandassTyante.

Airk
am

| Ganthaniimain Parivattakassa
Namaip

PakSsita
vassain

1 Epochs of the Conqueror 
nama Jinakalamaliniya 
parivattanam

N.A.Jayawickramo 1962

2 The Inception of 
Discipline nama 
Samantapasadika 
Bahiranidanassa 
parivattanam

N.A.Jayawickramo 1962

3 Thupavatnsassa
parivattanam

N.A. Jayawickramo 1971

4 The Birth Stories of the 
Ten Bodhisattas naama 
Dasabodhisattuppattikat 
haya parivattanam

H. Saddhatisso 1975

5 The Casket of Medicine 
nama Besajjamanjusaya 
parivattanam

Jinadaso
Liyanaratno

2002

Athaparam Siri Lankikehi katani afinanipi pakatani katipayani 
kiccani adho sandassiyamanakarena veditabbani. Tani 
saddakosarupens va namavalTrupena va dissate.
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Evamadina nayena Sri Lankikanam  bhikkhunaflca gihlnain 
odatavasanananca London Pali Gantha Samitiya saddhim 
pavattitam sam bandham  datthabbam. Te mahapanditavara 
m ulyappadanena ca ganthasodhanena ca parivattanena ca 
saddakosadi annehi ganthasam padanenaca tassa samitiya 
anuggahirpsu.

Antikapathani

1 Guruge, Ananda, W.P., From Living Fountains of 
Buddhism, Published by the Ministry of

Cultural Affairs, Colombo, Sri Lanka, 1984, 
introduction-lii
2 Childers, R.C., Dictionary o f the Pali Language, 
Published by Trubner & Co. and 60, Paternoster Row, 
London, 1872, Preface- Viii
3 Pannavasa, M,. Bemtota Vanavasa 
Mahdviharavamsaya, Printed by Samkha Press,
Colombo

10, 1977, p. 112
4 Guruge, Introduction- lii
5 Ibid, 114
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