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FIRST REPORT OF A FATAL ACCIDENT OF A SALTWATER
CROCODILE (Crocodyilis P0/,OSlIS)

DUE TO ELECTROCUTION IN SRI LANKA
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\BSTI{\(T·.-\n adult 267 '/, Clll long, carl~ gravid female saltwater crocodile (Crocodvtus
{'OroSI/.L) found dead in an anthropogenic habitat in a small road side stream at western prov-
ince. Sri Lanka. The crocodile while catching a hird had accidcnrallv bit a live high-tension
electric \I ire which had tumbled across the stream, and died outstanding to electrocution. The
dead specimen was subsequently gifted to Universitv of Sri .Iavewardcncpura to be used for
the World Crocodile Conference - 2013. All relevant measurements were recorded. Phvsicallv
the bodv of the dead crocodile was investigated for external parasites, by using surgical proce-
dures the stomach contents were invcstigared and weighed. The stuffed carcass is prcscnrlv
housed in the museum of the Universirv of Sri .l avcwa rdcncpura, Sri Lanka.
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