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Abstract
\'..;' l' .-nlea's Natio ',,;1 T)/.{,.f,. (i'v'P<) "1'1: '7v '(J"" in« 1"';''''[' "J ssiinatlons I~r ['I. 1.1· ";'Y":(T'I (IY·.J .•t....", "," tourists•. 1 ../f;frt!\,.,J"( •• ,/'.I~ J~ ,.,,},~_ •. ~/L~ (.o;/JJr •• r"t).,l:"·'{< A.I")"""".}I_.!, V/"/.,v_{./~'), .,llfl"/oVlllt."/t, •. t.,~",..

lYl'ith ti.ring ht'rcrog(~nCf)U~' t{{:nlt;?l(j~/O;"n.tture-bnscd experiences, Nl? administrators arc Jar-i'!l; the (ih!ii('nge
oj'rc ..~(rl~/;'i;<?j}()/ii_} and nature-based use-models to meet the diucrsc ().~jJ{'(t/ltjOf!J ofrisitors iohil« aclriru-
iJ1g consrruation ,goal, _As sHe;') 17n understnndiny Nl' visitor J}e~JPt(I-jZ}eS is esscnria] in YfJ(tt:iltf.: SOUJul

lfUiii/I,f/flle/1t" decisions to It!I}(!ijl(~y accommodnt» conecruailon ([n.d recreational uses. This Siti{~y explores
oisirorperceptions ofroles. [unctions policies ti11d best uses (~r/VI~)in 5'71 Lank». On-site inieruieu/sfro»:
6i)2 visitors to tu.c h;ghl:~!-!/hite(j Nl's re:;eclie.d Iflai" il ,r:r(jori~};{~f'r(_V)(jndi:ntJ' uirto "ccoioyicai protection Ii

as tl« most iYilpOYfailt role oj1Vl\ Fccrearian ailt} conuncrcin] derelopment-relatcd roles terre -;"o,lltl<'ta' lower
in 'y:If.1't"~t!1iln'})'I1~/'1'1)F(' Factor ".,..•...rl)/~':" nna subseauent ..r:1.\.rf")t/6 comnarisons Iurther :(/)nri(iu:r/ core belie]''I ("I.,~ •••.. (~.J-t·.r~~ .. ,.". If 'A'J~-:..~/.\ .J/..~ _. ".'I '0' AJ..\.../lLJ .1.' I'l~t I., J"J .r t rrc r {A{, L, . .,., •.... ,~ J

constructs tb.tt 'tf-irii.'!tltt'iy )-l!ppiJr:"d the notion [.~fl{IJliolic'y should be more protection-oriented ruther thai!
{!CL{)IIZnhJtitltingto recreation. PljJ· is not to sav tlrat recreation should not bt.' one L1fthe !i1U/tip!f use: IJj"'JVl>J·
j;~orn ;1;(' respondents "tnetopcint. /!Lthough ncn-ccnsuniprirc actititics ucrc rated 7)1(:)·t appropruue, visitors
a/so desire thnc pm-k i!lra,(tmcti£1"~and uisitor service: to be in,dop"d .J.1!d maintained at em acceptalrle leue!
j,YL orderfor thel'il to sacisiactoriiy expcrirstcc tj]t destination.

Introduction
TC)Ur;srH) the targ~~.sIservice-sector industry in the gJc.bal economy in ternl's otvalue, can playa signih-
cant role in pro;nodng national economic development in d.cv..:-:lupiugcountries endowed with natural
assets, Historically, Sri Lanka, the j~x:ll country uf rhis studv, has lagged neighboring, Southeast A..sia
countries in terms of destination tourism development due ro :~.three-decade civil war that: hindered
social, economic and environrncnral srabiliry on 3. national level. Since the conclusion of the war in
2009. Sri Lanka has been on a rapid and. stt'ady path ro C(OnOi11i(' recovery, including developing the
porenrial to create a. rich, diverse, and s-:lfe tGUriSr11 industrv
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