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ABSTRACT

ve environmenta] and socio-cultural impacts of mass tourism become more apparent, the

ative forms of towism, especially ecotourism, has increased globally, With the

for ecotourism and nature-based fourism, eco-lodges are be

acc;oﬁ’mmdatmn choice. As such, development of ¢
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attempted on m eco-lodges. Such

knowledge is vital in planning and systematic development of the eco-lodge md istry in Sri Lanka.
This study attempts to de‘%e,iop distinct visitor profiles s" eco I pdv siis based on their
demographic characteristic. trip characteristics and travel moti vation.

Survey of 220 ecolodge occupants in 12 selected ecolodges found that majority of the
respondents were between the ages of 26-55 and. highly educated with at least a bachelor’s degree,
and moderate to high income. In terms of trip characteristics, the majority of the respondents stayed

in ecolodges for 1-3 days, and travelled wath spouse (}f‘,!farzziiy. Natural and cultural features were
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among the main pull motives for selecting the destin
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internet, travel guide books. and word of moutl najor sources of information in
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accommodation. Heolodge patrons t with statements on nature-based elements,

design and service quality indicate that Sri n ecolodges provide unique nature-based

experiences for visitors. Howeve ed that Sti Lankan ecolodge industry has

.

s attention on the educational or lesrming cmnpmm’i of ecotourism. This calls for better

ey
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i. Introduction
Ecotourism, the form of tourism defined by the International Ecotourism Society (1990 as

“the responsible travel to natural areas that conserves the environment and improves the well-being

b

of local peo 4”; has at present evolved into one of the most dynamic segments of the world’s
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al and socio-cultural impacts of mass tourism become
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tourism bus -ﬁe

apparent, th: 'mis of tourism, especially ecotc u‘mm has substantiaily

picked up
Dive to
maintain a gx sit an

ogeneous demand for environmentally responsible

tel and acconunod: ation sector have emerged. Among
these, the accommo daum concept kmown as “ecolodge™ has gaimed broader recognition,

particularly in the nature-based tourism sector (Kawan e al., 2010). B }k}dacs are meant to be
by E 7

accommodation facilities that sppport environmental conservation, while providing economic
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5
benefits to host communities. Russel et al. (1995) defined “ecolodge” as a “nature—dependent
tourist jodge that meets the philosophy and principles of ecotourism™. It further offers natural

resource-oriented ecotourism activities and opportunities for leaning about the environment (Lai

and Shater. 2005). Although there is no zmive:‘saii‘\f accepted definition for ecolodges, many
contemporary tourism scholars (Weaver, 200 hmﬂd‘ 2003; Mehia, 2007, Kawan et al., 2008;
Raju, 2009: Erdem et al.. 2013) have endersed the core values and concepis described by Russel et

al. (1995) in their definition of ecolodge, while promoting “ecolodge™ as an industry label.
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