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A B ST R A C T
Leadership in sports has been studied  m ostly in terms o f  coach-leadership. Coach leadership behavior has 
art im pact on p la y e r s ' performance. The purpose o f  this study is to understand the im pact o] situational, 
leader, and team m em ber characteristics on coach leadership behavior styles in sports in sta te universities in 
Western Province, Sri Lanka. This study was conducted during the in ter-university gam es held in 2014 
considering the events o f  basketball, netball, volleyball, and Elle. Two hundred and ninety one athletes from  
Western Province sta te universities partic ipa ted  in this study. Gender, age, locus o j  control, and level of 
education and training variables were considered under coach characteristics. Nature o j the sport, level of 
competition, and previous success and/or fa ilu re records w ere considered as situational fa c to rs  which affect 
coach behaviors. Team m ember characteristics taken into consideration w ere gender, age, culture, and  
experiences. D ata w ere co llected  through a standard questionnaire which  h w  derived  from  the revised  
leadership scale fo r  sports. Mean calculations was used as a param etric test to derive the influence o f  
situational characteristics o f  the coach, leader and team member characteristics on coach leadership  
behavior. Statistical calculations were done using SPSS version 16.0 It was found that coaches carry out 
more training and instruction behavior in relation to fem ales than males. Further, com pared to females, 
males urge a higher intluence on coaches to follow  an autocratic behavior. Results further revealed that 
when the experiences of :he athletes are less, they prefer their coaches to be m ore dem ocratic . Additionally, 
it is fou n d  that the coaches carry out more situational consideration behavior when the level o f  competition  
is high. It can be concluded that the situational, leader, and team member characteristics have a moderate 
influence on coach leadership behavior. The findings o f  the study may influence researchers to engage in 

further research and also w ill he helpful fo r  coaches to make decisions on athletes.
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