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hoai-ds which deal with specialized subjects areas. For example, the library of the lol ice 

Department should have the library material specially on subjects like crime, crmnnoloev, 

law etc. Hircitn mission libraries are maintained by various lorewn diploniit ic insiiiw ions 

the study of social role played by these (life rent categories of libraries 	\ cry i niportani 

.i brarics are closely associated not only with the inlellecival structure o Soc iclv I)LI1 also 

cli ngcs in the organisational SirLicture of' society. Lowell Mitrtlll , s article Iii lie I ilirin, i. a 

social institution iemains the best sociologicLi I interpretation oI the library explicit lv iii terms 

ol currently accepted social science concepts. The library development is eloscl\ eeited in 

the social development in general and each lacli lli tates and shapes the other. One of the most 

interesting and useful outgrowth of French sociologist Emil Durkhim's general orientation 

has been the development of the sociological interpretation of knowledge. Lie libraries are 

used as atiencies for diffusion of cultural products either ftom one culture io aiiotlier or 'out 

one social class to another within the same culture. 

I lie Interpretation ot the I ihriry as a social i isti tution has centered around 1 he public library 

because the public library serves a wide public and As the associat ion with poll cal 

liii tic ip It ion Libraries should adapt thuiisc 	s (Inuincl) 10 I h I uqu ii eni at of \ 0 iOU 	oh 

CLI liures so that they would find their needs. A significant impediment in cfiangc in 

librarianship is the low level ol development in adult educat iii and child education. 

The reading 	habit o I' readers who use these libraries was also studied. 	'l'lte cud i ng 

behaviours, reading needs and obstacles fur i'eading of vi rious groups I' readers soc a as 

clii ldren, school students, adults. blind and visual handicapped pci-sons etc., were wtdcly 



discussed. Problems of reading, different aspects of readine such as reading for continuing 

education, professional reading were also studied. 

In this study a survey was conducted on the reading behaviour of the readers in the ( oloitbo 

M Llllicipalitv areas. In this survey, different aspeels of read inc habit such as reading of hooks, 

libiii 	us ig i 150th tot not using libi U iL 	library muithuship thc 	iv of pndine 

leisure. persoilal libraries, reading habit ol other Nitnily nicinhers, teq tiencv 	I cad ing. 

readings hours, sources of obtaining books Ibr reading, objectives of reading. subject areas of' 

reading, duration of reading at a time, sources of acquisition of social knowledge on current 

C\ cuts, sections of i nteicsIs in newspapers, obstacles br reading \ crc invest gaited. 

important Nicts regau-ding the reading behaviour were discovered ilirotigh this survey 

regarding the above mentioned aspects of reading behaviour. It was ihund that social-cultural 

thctors have effected the reading behaviour of the i-eaders in the ('olombo Municipality area. 

The competitive life style of the urban people has tremendous influence on the reading 

behaviour, 	tinder the piesent economic situation ever one has to be eiigatgcd in an 

employment for the]]-  Ii \ 11g. l'herefore the time thee have k)r reading is ery hi tie. lhese 

socio-economic factor have greatly influenced the reading behaviour of the people. 

i 



Objective of the study 

Main objective 

Ihe main OhjeCii\'e of the study is to mvestigdte the social loices sIiarpenin the readuic hahii 

01' the readers in the ( o loniho Municipality area. 	 .1.).: 

Other Objectives 

• To study historical background of the librai'y service in Sri Lanka 

To make a elassi lication of libraries in the ( 'olombo Municipal i iv area, 

In study the social iole 4)1 these libraries. 

\1 ethodology 

ftc exploratory data analysis method is used in this study. Respondents crc selected 'mm 

the (olom ho M unicLpal ily area using a random sample. 'lie main data collecting cdlii iLILIe 

was the questionnaire. Questionnaires were given to 140 respondents. The data acquircd 

through the questionnaire was analysed and presented in the analytical pal-i of this thesis. In 

the presentation ol results, statistical tables have been used. It was possible to conic to ouiid 

conclusions through the results of the questionnaire survey. ihe history td,  ii brarv set-vice in 

Sri Lanka, sociological interpretations of Ii hrtries by varioti scholars were studied through 

written records. Written records include books, reports, directories, journal articles and annual 

reports. kneyclopaedias, glossaries theses and dissertations. indexes, conRrence and seminar 

electronic med a like C[)-ROM, and Internet. In addition many I ibiarics in the 



(olombo municipality area were personally visited to observe and collect data posiiaduate 

institutes, universities are some of the institutes personally visited. 

Re'ie of Related literature 

houdhurv_ and Padliec. (1093) report i'esu!' Ofa (]tiesti(inhiaiic survey of dic ic:ulin 	habit 

and interests 4200   undergraduate students a Rourkela Collcgc, 1 ndia. 'I he object i c .vcre 

to : find out the read i2 uitei'ests of the students: assess the relative priority of those interests: 

ascertain the role played by the college library in promoting and tnipiovm 1-eadm1! habits by  

providing proper facilities: reveal how far the college library helps in the efictive use of the 

libi-aiy: and suggest appropriate measures for the promotion of good reading habit 

'handler (1976)   has conducted a research (in books and readine in society in the U niled 

Kingdom. The report of the National Libraries Committee was distinguished bva iiumber of 

important surveys (if the national libraries wh cli arc to be linked together um the new lri fish 

I .mbrar , An analysis of m'eadems application slips at the British Museum I.ihirarv. a Stii'\ cv of 

loan re(juets ti'oni the National ( entral I .ihriir\. a survey 01 issues from the National lend inc 

I .ibrarv tr Science and Technology, and a readership survey of the National Reference 

I dbrary of Science and Invention find the Science Museum I .ibrary. I hese surveys are 

re)resentative of the many surveys Or the use of libraries \vhicli are necessary for lbrward 

plannmg. 

[ventera (1976)   has studied the readers and i'eaders interests in Norway. Li Ic Sundm is one of 

the leading sociologists. lie worked first and foremost anlong the so-ca led lower class or 

society-pcasaiits, workers, and ci-aftsnian. sailors and fisherman. In many books of a 
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demueraphic-etlinoh gical character, he ann Ivsed the social Ali or the people - heir \\ :ivs 

livin 1their relation to food, to alcoholic heverages. to cleanliness, to sex and Is nik s and 

reading. We can learn much from Eilcrt SLindt. Most important is that we should not isolate 

[lie study of' hooks and reading but integrate them into the broader soc a! pictiii'e• 	lie 

conc.ciitiated his ifl\ estigations on the lower _ lasses only. I huicloi e \\ C cannot  dr.m N o id 

ciiiclusiuns 110111 his stud 

ii van Kamras (1976)   has discussed the reading habit research in I lungary. The central 

statistical survey of the central statistical ollice finally established that 3 percent or readers 

read at least one book in a quarter of year. The second census of readers which \\ as  taken Nv 

the eroup of niarket Research of the Association of I hungarian publishers and Rooksel lers as 

pail of :1, major repl-cscmaik c survey showcii that some 20 ercenI Were 1(1 accoliiitcci I o 

the first census clearly shows that the number of regular readers is comparatively small 

Kirihage. (I 994) describes how active readers are created and how children need to he guided 	1, i 

to realise what satisfaction and advantage are to he hound in hooks. He discusses some ol the 

fiietors that influence the dc e]opment of a readen ldenti fies stages in the deve lupmcnr of 	- 

ieading and emphasises the importance of the reading envuoiiinent. He also discusxes mime 4 

altrihutes which disinmenisli ieadcrs from ion-readers: Imtei-acv: access: envuminiental 

conditions: and time to read. 

Numkwen_ ( 1 994) examines the educational, economic and social kietors I hat have lcd In 111c 

lack of reading habit among Nigerians. The a crage Nigerian luly reads to puss c:\ailmmatm )mis. 

He argues that the absence of a reading culture in Nigeria inhibits library development lie 
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niI.es  ieconiiiieiidtitiuns to helps to liht Illiteracy and ins! I the readmg habit in Nigerians 

and discusses the role of librarians, libraries and publishing in this process. 

PI\adasa 	5) has studied tile development of,  library service in Sri Lanka ftoni the ancient 

nile to the present day cia. In his study lie has concentrated on the ancient library 	stem in 

Sri I anka manilv the monastic Iibi'aries, ancient bibliographical methods and the gradual 

developmeiii o the public library system. lie has also studied the establishment J I ala )US 

institutions related to the library service in Sri Lanka like Museum Department and the 

Museum Library. National Archives. Sri lanka Library '\ssociation and the Sri Lanka 

National Library services Board. His study is important as a historical study (i the library 

service in Sri Lanka. 

kanasinghie (1994) has iLidied the Sri lanka National Bibliography in terna of' historical and 

critical viewpoints. the obiective of the study is to identit' the sti-engths and weakness of the 

Sri laiiLi National Bibliography as a selection, cataloguing and rehdrence 11 lol . Ihie method of 

aiialvsis nivolved the exam i nation of published as well as archival niaterial . A random sample 

drawn from the issues of the Sri Lanka National Bibliography is a natural extension ilt a 

recorded bibliographical tradition staied in the 1rst quarter of the seventeenth eentui-v. 1 he 

I inding s of the studs Ic ids to the tonwitton of i number of p1 oposals that c n' isagt the I iitui c 

development of Sri Lanka National Bibliogiaphv as a more effective nat u)na I bibi iograpincal 

tool. 

('ornish (I )9)  has sitidiei.l the changing rok,  of the national library in the new nifarmalion 

environment, lie has studied the changing r ile of the various aspects of ,  national libraries. 

7 
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I Ic has pointed out that national libraries are facing gi-eat changes and need to he re-exami iied 

their role in the new infbrniation environment in which they hnd themselves. 

Ranasinghe. S II 	fl has studied the rconrcc sharing iniong Sri L,anl\an Libranes. hc 

has studied the development and growth of Ii hiaries in Sri I anka. the picent library s.steni 

in Sri Lanka. the problems niexisting library :iluation in Sri Lanka . existing reuishaiing 

,.VslCifls alliuiiL. iiiaJOr liliiaries in Sri I.nika and pro[ileiiis arid methods of iiiipleineiitatau ul 

resource sharing in Sri Lanka. She concluded that the main problems relating Lo cx u-ting 

library situation are : lack Of a national policy on informatun and libraries. lack ol ail hcicnt 

tends, lack of' (luali  lied sta IL insufficiency ol local publications, lack of technical resources 

and ahsunce of adequ ilL lcgislation 

(iurguson (1 992) has discussed the soejo- economic and lialiagement e nisiraint laced Nv 

national I ibraries today. loblenis regarding \alues and altitudes towards national libraries. 

weaknesses nt nilcrmiai and cxtei-nal environments of,  national lihiaries. problems in die 

m(IuntlIi(_ muon of thL iiii'ion of the national libraries. lack ol awareness ahom thL national 

library concept etc. As a clevelopmg country, Sri Lanka also is hieing sinii far piohleni.. He 

has concluded that eiL'ctivc strategic planninu is one certain vav of minim Iu1g the el ft'cis of 

uncertaility and change. 

Fernando (1 99 I) has discussed the reading facilities lbr the Nil nd and visually handicapped. 	.: 

The estimated population of the country in 1989 was 1 6.06,000 and the total number Of 	.. 

Ni nd persons in the country was estimated to be around. I 22,700. Prominent among the 

social wel fare institutions which are concerned primarily \\ ith  the prevent ion o I' a! i n(hiicsS. 	- 

usual unpairnient and piimllai'y eve care am-c the I Iclen Keller internal iniati Sri I anka. 



libi-ary science students in their further education. 

.9 

Sarvoda\'a National Movement and Sri lanka Council ftir the blind. The HistittitiOlis 

invol ed in libraty services to the blind and visually handicapped are the Sri Lanka Con neil 

lot ihi.. 1)1111(1 ( olombo Public Libtary and the 'ehool loi the blind at Raim ii in i 	 I 

Fly p0th eses 

On the basis oithe objectives of the study, the I Ilowing hypotheses were drawn. 

Majority ol the iesiiondents do not read books. 

M aj(Iritv of the respondents do not use Ii braries. 

The major reason for not using libraries is lack o Iirne. 
Li 

1 he objectives of the reading of the majority of the respondents is the acquisition ol 

kno\\ ledge  

Newspaper is the main source of acquisition of social knowledge on current events. 

The main obstacle for reading is the behaviour ol other lmily members. 

Significance of the study 

I .  

Only (c i cc itch S1LIdiCS on the reading h ibit ha e been conducted in Sri I ink i \ Oile of 

the studies a lreadv conducted has concentrated on the social aspect o I reading hehac i our. 

Also no one has conducted a sociological study on the library service in the (olontho 

municipality at-ca. This study . aims to provide some guide lines to the top level policy 

makers on how to over come problems of reading. This study will also he helpful to those 

who conduct tlii-ther- research on this subject. This study will also be useful to librarians and 



Definition of terms 

Audio Visual materials - 1 he terni used for aids 10 teaching through ear and eve, such as 

phonoeraph records, slides and motion-piciLire turns. I 

Risin 	Describine the investigation, vutlioiit dcsin the ColitcliLS ola eollectioii ofhookS 

or documents. 2 	 :, 

Cultural Transmission - Reters to the process by which accumulated culture is passed 

down, by both ibrnial and inlrma] methods from generation to Generation through icaniung 

1)1 the \\ i\ ofacting th nking and leeling a eu I mu e 

Culture -- '[lie terfll used br the human ereati >11 and use o symbols and an i kids (ru lore 

may be tal<cn as constituting the "way of Ii li of an entire society, and this \Ci II include codes 

do 	 of u'nauiuicrs. dress.' lan.tuagc, rituals, norms of behaviour. 4 

I ) 	Rawat. P P and K oman, T, International Encyclopaedia of infbrmatiou I echnolog' 

and Library Science, Castle book private limited, New Delhi, 1992. XS pp 

Rawat, p p and Kumar, T, International Encyclopaedia of information l'echnologv 

and Librajy Science. Castle book private limited. New Delhi, 1992. 177 IT 

Al 

Shai-ma, B.B. Encyclopaedic Dictionary of sociology. New Delhi, aninol 

pLtblicatlons. 1992. \ oil, P  213 

Sharnia, B.B. Encyclopaedic Dictionuu-v ol sociology. New Delhi, anmol publications, 	' 

19)2. vol - 1 P  1-2,13 

41.  
'1:11 


