DOI : 10.31357/fhssphd.2010.00716

Professor Emeritus Gunnar Olsson

Department of Social and Economic Geography
Uppsala University

SE-75238

Upssala

Sweden.

26" October 2010.

Deputy Registrar

Faculty of Graduate Studies
University of Sri Jayewardenepura
Gangodawila

Nugegoda.

~ 7 Acceptance of PhD Thesis

[ certify that Rev. Pinnawala Sangasumana (Reg. Number (GS/Ph.D/Geo/3251/2007 and New
Number 1353SS2007001) has carried out all amendments as suggested at the Viva Voce

Examination to my entire supervision.

/\

NLdtad QS

Supervisor

Professor Emeritus Gunnar Olsson



Library
Typewritten Text
DOI : 10.31357/fhssphd.2010.00716


Prof. CKM Deheragoda
Department of Geography
University of Sri Jayewardenepura
Gangodawila

Nugegoda.

26" October 2010.

Deputy Registrar

Faculty of Graduate Studies
University of Sri Jayewardenepura
Gangodawila

Nugegoda.

Acceptance of PhD Thesis

[ certify that Rev. Pinnawala Sangasumana (Reg. Number (GS/Ph.D/Geo/3251/2007 and New
Number 1353S8S2007001) has carried out all amendments as suggested at the Viva Voce

Examination to my entire supervision.

Supervisor

Prof. CKM Deheragoda



MAPPING INBETWEENNESS:

THE CASE OF CONFLICT-INDUCED
INTERNALLY DISPLACED IN SRI LANKA

Rev. Pinnawala Sangasumana

Registered Number — GS/Ph.D/GEO/3251/07
New Number — 1353SS20070D|

Thesis submitted to the Faculty of Graduate Studies, University
of Sri Jayewardenepura for the award of the Degree of
Doctor of Philosophy in Geography
On 19" August, 2010



DECLARATION BY THE CANDIDATE

The work described in this thesis was carried out by me under the local supervision of
Professor C.K.M. Deheragoda, Department of Geography, University of Sri
Jayewardenepura, Sri Lanka, and foreign supervision of Emeritus Professor Gunnar
Olson, Department of Social and Economic Geography, Uppsala University, Sweden,
and a report on this has not been submitted in whole or in part to any University for the

award of any degree / Diploma.

Signature: ;”3@ Date: 18, 68, 2010

Rev. Pinnawala Sangasumana
Department of Geography
University of Sri Jayewardenepura
Gangodawila

Nugegoda

Sri Lanka



Certification of the Local Supervisor

_ Icertify that the above statement made by the candidate is true and that this thesis is

suitable for submission to the University for the purpose of evaluation.

(\
Signature: (}\‘E%

Professor C.K.M. Deheragoda
Department of Geography
University of Sri Jayewardenepura
Gangodawila

Nugegoda

Sri Lanka.

Date: l%“’ W'\‘: Ao .



Certification of the Foreign Supervisor

I certify that the above statement made by the candidate is true and that this thesis is suitable for

submission to the University for the purpose of evaluation.

Sigature: \ "; " &C iw Date “qvm* 1 LO10

Gunnar Olson

Professor Emeritus

Department of Social and Economic Geography
Uppsala University

Sweden.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

List of Tables

List of Figures

List of Maps

List of Photos

Acknowledgements

Abstract

CHAPTER ONE: Introduction

1.1
1.2
1.3
1.4
13

CHAPTER TWO: Perspectives of Addressing Internal Displacement:

2.1
22
23
24
24.1
242
243

Background of the Study
Justification for the Study
Objectives of the Study
Limitations of the Study
Structure of the Thesis

Literature Review

Defining Internal Displacement

Magnitude of the Problem

Scholarly View Points

Operational Perspective of Addressing Internal Displacement
Perspective of Prevention

Perspective of Protection and Assistance

Perspective of Durable Solutions

Page

v

VI

VIl

1-19

11
15
16
1’7

20-59

20
28
32
43
48
41
54



CHAPTER THREE: Methodology 60-96

3.1 Background of the Research Theory 60
3.2 The Research Problem 62
3.3  Selection of Research Sites 63
3.4  Method and Materials 80
3.5  Methodological Issues 2 i

CHAPTER FOUR: Geographies of Conflict-induced Internal Displacement 97-167
In Contemporary Sri Lanka

4.1 Background 97
4.2 Dynamics of Conflict-induced Internal Displacement 100
4.3  Changing the Displacement Map 114
4.4  Changing the Interface of Displacement from the East to the North 127
4.5  Migration Pattern of CIDPs during the Armed Conflict 146

CHAPTER FIVE: Experiencing Inbetweenness: Perception of the
Conflict-induced Internally Displaced in Sri Lanka 168-282

5.1  Defining Inbetweenness 168
5.2  Characterising Inbetweenness: Experiences from Kent Farm to Menik Farm 176
5.2.1 Pre-displacement Stage 176
5.2.2 The Stage of Flight 197
5.2.3 The Stage of destination and encamped 209
5.2.4 Resettlement Stage 220
5.3  The Displaced Woman: Symbol of Suffering, Dispossession and Change 227
5.4  Coping Inbetweenness: Survival Strategies adopted by CIDPs 246
5.4.1 Survival strategies in physical security 246
5.4.2 Livelihood oriented survival strategies 257
5.5  Symbolizing Inbetweenness 270



CHAPTER SIX: Interpreting Inbetweenness

6.1
6.2
6.3
6.4
6.5

Introduction

Interpreting Inbetweenness as a Mandala
Perspective of Fix-Points

Mandala of Security

Scaling Inbetweenness

CHAPTER SEVEN: Conclusion

7.1 General Conclusions

7.2 Specific Conclusions

7.3 Policy issues and recommendations
7.4  Future Research
BIBLIOGRAPHY

APPENDICES

Appendix 1: List of Abbreviations

Appendix 2: List of Respondents

Appendix 3: Data Sorting and Organizing Sheet

283-329

283
285
296
305
321

330-343

330
332
337
342

344-362

I-X



List of Tables

Table 3.1  Distribution of CIDPs in Anuradhapura District (as of April 2009) 65

Table 3.2 List of Focus Group Discussions 83
Table 4.1  IDP Campsites in Ampara District (As of 19" October 2006) 122
Table 42a IDPs and Returnees in Trincomalee District (as at January 2008) 126
Table 42b IDPs and Returnees in Trincomalee District (as at May 2009) 126
Table 4.3  Distribution of IDPs in Northern Sri Lanka (As of 25 May 2009) 133
Table 44  Concentration of CIDPs in Menik Farm Relief Villages 142
Table 4.5  Overpopulation of IDP Camps in Vavuniya (as of 17 July 2009) 145
Table 4.6  IDPs Returned to District of Origin 165
Table 5.1  Duration of At Risk Displacement 178
Table 5.2  Gender Dimension of the Fear of Attacks 188
Table 6.1  Disabled IDPs by Sex and Age Group in Vavuniya Camps 313
Table 6.2  Dead and Injured Categories of Claymore Bomb Attack

in Kebithigollewa 2006 317
List of Figures
Figure 1.1  Structure of the Thesis 18
Figure 2.1  Displacement-Resettlement Continuum 27
Figure 3.1  CIDPs Reported before Eelam War IV in Vavuniya -2007 71
Figure 3.2 Identifying Categories and Formation of Fix-points 89
Figure 4.1  Chronological Chart of a Displacement Cycle 1981-2010 111
Figure 4.2 IDP Trend in Mullaitivu District (2006-2008) 130
Figure 4.3  Concentration of Vanni IDPs in Vavuniya 136
Figure 4.4 CIDPs’ Trend in Menik Farm Relief Villages in 2009 142
Figure 4.5 Distribution of Infectious Disez ¢s in the Menik Farm Relief Villages 145
Figure 4.6a No Fire Zone as of February 2009 160
Figure 4.6b No Fire Zone as of April 2009 160
Figure 4.7  Situation of Vanni CIDPs as of May 2010 167
Figure 5.1  Process of Mapping Inbetweenness 169
Figure 5.2  The Cognitive Map of Fear 186

IV



Figure 6.1 Dominant Characteristics of Inbetweenness
Figure 6.2 Mandala of Inbetweenness
Figure 6.3 Translation of Material Expressions into Abstract Meaning
Figure 6.4 Formation of a Fix-points
Figure 6.5 Refining a Set of Fix-points
Figure 6.6 Example for Magnifying a Fix-point
Figure 6.7 Mandala of Security
Figure 6.8 Degree of Security
Figure 6.9  Scale of Security and Inbetweenness
Figure 6.10 Satisfaction of Re-establishing Fix-points
Figure 6.11 Example of Assumption
List of Maps
MAP 3:1  Study Area: Location of Boralukanda IDP Camp
MAP 3:2  Study Area: Location of Menik Farm Kathiragamer IDP Camp
MAP 3:3  Study Area: Location of Hidayath Nagar IDP Camp
MAP 4:1  Distribution of Tsunami and Conflict induced IDPs 2005
MAP 4:2  Multiple Displacement and Circular Migration of a Tamil Family
MAP 4:3  Distribution of IDPs and their Camps in Batticaloa by end of 2006
MAP 4:4  Distribution of Conflict induced IDPs in Northern Sri Lanka
MAP 4:5  Concentration of Vanni IDPs in Vavuniya 2007-2009
MAP 4:6  Migration of Displaced Muslims from the North
MAP 4:7  IDP migration Pattern in the East (as of 8 April 20006)
MAP 4:8  Inter-District Migration of CIDPs at the Beginning of Eelam War IV
MAP 4:9  Intra-Regional Migration of Vanni CIDPs
MAP 4:10 Migration Pattern of Vanni CIDPs at the Final Phase of
the Eelam War IV
MAP 4:11 Return-Movement of Vanni CIDPs as of 11 March 2010

68

73

78
101
112
121
128
137
152
153
154
157

159
166



List of Photos

Photo 3.1  Kebithigollewa Study Area 69
Photo 3.2  Menik Farm Study Area 74
Photo 3.3  Hidayath Nagar Study Area 79
Photo 3.4  Adopting Field Methods 86
Photo 4.1  Flood in the No-fire Zone 161
Photo 5.2.1 Boralukanda IDP Camp and Yakawewa Village in 2007 and 2010 224
Photo 5.2.2 Two Dimensions of Returned Vanni CIDPs 225
Photo 5.3.1 . Photo Interpretation 244
Photo 5.3.2 Photo Interpretation 255

VI



Acknowledgements

This is not only an academic piece of writing but a pathfinder of life. Starting delightfully,
frustrating in the middle, and ending with the realisation of endlessness is the beauty of
this work. The thesis symbolizes my two professions that always oscillate between the
status of an academic as well as that of a Buddhist monk. Without the invaluable support
given by the following persons and institutions, this fix-point could not have been

established in the academic world.

First of all, I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to the chief supervisors,
Professor C.K.M. Deheragoda, Department of Geography, University of Sri
Jayewardenepura and Emeritus Professor Gunnar Olsson, Department of Social and
Economic Geography, Uppsala University, Sweden as well as assistant supervisor Dr.
Clas Lindberg, of the said University department. Not only as a local supervisor but also
as one of my teachers from my university student days, Prof. Deheragoda has played a
remarkable role in enhancing my academic life in a more progressive way. As the project
leader and the Chairman of the Board of Social Sciences, his marvellous support was
priceless. Calling me by a nickname ‘Summa Summarum’ (Sum of all), Prof. Gunnar
Olsson supervised me by giving beyond the responsibility of supervisor while
encouraging me with fatherly advice in uncertain situations. He provided various
assistance to the best of his ability particularly together with his wife ‘Madam Brigitta’.
From the beginning of my association with the capacity building collaboration between
USJP and Uppsala University, Dr. Clas was the focal point academic contact for me from
the part of the Uppsala University. He was one of my supervisors for my Masters degree
too and so kind to read and correct my writings several times. Dr. Clas was a dearly
brother to me and took all the troubles to make my visits to Uppsala more homely and
comfortable. I do not miss this opportunity to thank Clas’ loving mother Babro Lindberg

for her inspiration and encouragement.

[ am indebted to Professor M. M. Karunanayeke who was key visionary ‘Gun’ and the
founder project leader of Sida/SAREC Research Cooperation Project, for providing me
the opportunity to undertake the Masters and Ph.D studies under the Project. Without

having the invaluable support of Prof. Karunanayake, this would not have become a

VII



reality. I also take this opportunity to appreciate the contribution of the Sida/SAREC
Research Cooperation Project and the Government of Sweden for the provision of
financial assistance and training while extending my thanks to its former coordinators

Emeritus Professor Y.A.D.S Wanasinghe and Prof. M.D.C. Abhayarathne.

My sincere gratitude goes to Dr. K.N.L.A Karunarathne, the Vice Chancellor of the
University of Sri Jayewardenepura, Professor Mrs. Swarna Piyasiri, the Dean, Faculty of
Graduate Studies, Prof. P. Athukorala, the Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Mr. U.H.N
Wiswakula, Head of my Department and all other colleagues of my department for their
precious support in numerous ways. | should mention the name of Dr. Rajith Lakshman,
Senior lecturer in Economics, University of Colombo, for giving me a tremendous support
to overcome some of the difficult tasks in writing this thesis. I am also very grateful to
colleagues of the department of Social and Economic Geography, Uppsala University,
including Prof. Lennart Stromquist, Prof. Aida, Dr. Ali Nagib, Dr. Susanne, Sofie Josie,
Anna Karla, Erika Sivardsdotter and Kerstin Edlund who were so kind enough to help me
and exchange their knowledge while having very interesting discussions at coffee table. In
addition, I appreciate the support given by Ubhayasekara and Welisadeera family during

my visits to Uppsala.

I have been asking each time when I had an opportunity to discuss on my topic with the
scholars, a simple question, ‘Is this enough for a ‘PhD’?, in order to gain self-confidence
through their answers. I would like to express my respect to such scholars who come to
mind, such as Emeritus Professor David Silverman (University of London), Prof. Huhuwa
Cao (University of Ottawa), Prof. Tennyson Perera and Mr. Danapala (Department of
Sociology, USJP), Dr. D.P.S. Chandrakumara (Head, Department of Economics, USIP),
Dr. Wimal Ubhayasekara (Scientist, Sweden), Mr. Pathmasiri Kannangara (Department of
History, USJP). 1 would also like to extend my warmest thanks to Mr. D.D.M.
Waidyasekara and Mrs. Ajantha Perera for giving wonderful support to me to produce a
correct and precise piece of work. I can never forget the great help of my field assistants
and friends who had always been supportive of my research activities in various ways. I
gratefully acknowledge Mr. Gayan Shashipriya who provided me sufficient support as a

research assistant without any hesitation. Mrs. Shiromi Sagarika, Mr. Jaleel and Riwaiz

VIIT



were the persons who helped me getting access to Tamil and Muslim CIDPs through their
translation abilities. In addition Mrs. Anusha, Mr. Punsiry, Miss. Anula, Irangi, Dayani,
Thamali, Sumali, Rasika, Namali and sudharma, Iresha also helped in carring out an
intensive field work. At the crucial time Mr. Janka Handunpathiraja helped me to produce
accurate maps by sacrificing his valuable time. I was very fortunate to get the very loving
and marvellous help from Miss. Piyumi Sachintha in producing this work, particularly for
data entering and processing. I am very glad to remind the name of Miss. Heyshani
Charmin for giving logistical support through the Project. I cannot forget to thank Dinushi
and Nimal as they opened their doors and hearts to me from the inception of my research
work. Living under the same roof, sharing all happiness and frustrations, providing tasty
food with more affection, my loving two brothers, Ven. Seelarathana and Vineetha always

encouraged me to have tremendous achievements in my academic life.

During the fieldwork in Kebithigollewa, Menik Farm and Puttalam, many institutions and
officers supported me to the best of their abilities. Especially, [ should thank the
Divisional Secretaries of all three divisions, representatives of different NGOs, SLA
officers in Menik Farm, Leaders of the IDP camps etc. | also owe thanks to the Secretary
of Defence, Minister of Resettlement and Disaster Relief Services and the Secretariat of

Northern Displaced Muslims in Puttalam.

Finally, I take this opportunity to dedicate this thesis to my loving mother who passed
away in 1999. I would never have successfully embarked on my life without her blessings,

support and constant encouragement.

IX



MAPPING INBETWEENNESS:
THE CASE OF CONFLICT-INDUCED INTERNALLY DISPLACED

IN SRI LANKA
By

Rev. Pinnawala Sangasumana
ABSTRACT

Wherever it occurs, a conflict-induced internal displacement (CIID) creates a
humanitarian, political, socio-cultural and environmental tragedy of great proportions.
Attempts to redress this problem have been numerous but none has so far been able to
offer a satisfactory solution. This failure necessitates the work done in this thesis. At the
time of the defeat of the LTTE in May 2009, Sri Lanka faced a phenomenal problem of
having to care for hundreds of thousands of conflict-induced internally displaced persons
(CIDPs). In this context there is a dire need to fill the void between policy and the practice
of restoring these displaced lives. Hence, it is argued that the state of inbetweenness
experienced by the displaced should be the focal point in any search for durable solutions

to the problem of CIID.

Mapping inbetweenness is not only a cartographic exersice but an attempt to use the
powers of human imagination to conceptualize the internal displacement as an indicator of
the inbetweenness that pushes the CIDPs into a state of indecision and ambivalent
behaviour, all as a result of experiencing uncertainty, dispossession, insecurity and change.
The focus of this mapping exercise is to define, characterise and interpret the state of
inbetweenness experienced by the CIDPs at every stage of the displacement-resettlement
continuum. This knowledge is critical to the design of innovative solutions to the issues
and challenges faced by the CIDPs. The research reported here achieves this by grounded
research methods which were useful in the gathering and analysis of qualitative data
obtained from the lived experiences of the CIDPs. The displaced studied here represent

different ethnicities, different experiences and numerous geographic locations.
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The geographic meaning of ‘place’ is wide and deep since it includes one’s place in
society. This research takes the position that by the same token ‘displacement” also lends
itself to a rich array of nuances and interpretations. One’s place in the society is
powerfully determined by his/her life goals and socio-geographical networks. This implies
that displacement is a process through which they lose the power which was built up over
the years. Hence, the study argues that restoring normal life to the displaced is in fact not
merely an issue of returning to one’s place of origin but a process that addresses the
CIDPs state of inbetweenness and their ability to find their place in society. Geography,
migration and regionalism interact in a special way in contexts of conflict and
displacement. The experience of the CIDPs in Sri Lanka provides a unique example of this
kind of interaction which is why this research devotes much attention to the contemporary
Sri Lankan experiences of how geography, migration, and regionalism interact. An
interesting repertoire of forced migration patterns, including in-flows, out-flows, mass
movements and circular migrations, could be identified particularly in relation to the
displacement of Vanni CIDPs. The study also shows how the regional geography of

displacement is very important during the entire period of the armed conflict.

The study reveals that uncertainty, dispossession. insecurity and change-the four
characteristics of inbetweenness-dominate pre-displacement, flight, encampment, and
resettlement-the four stages in the displacement-resettlement continuum-respectively. The
main argument here is that if there were a proper framework that could address the above
four characteristics it would lead to a durable solution for the problems of the internally
displaced. The study introduces the two concepts of mandala and fix-points where the
mandala of security is founded on four essential fix-points: home-identity, family-
relationship, livelihood-social status, and resource-accessibility. If the displaced are to be
placed sufficiently in the mandala of security, these various material and intangible

supports should be given to the reestablishment of these fix-points.
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