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" Poverty in Sri Lanka is marked by spatial heterogeneity. The poverty

headcount ratio in Colombo District in 2002 (6 percent) was less than a sixth of the
1



ratios in Badulla and Monaragala Districts (37 percent). The regional disparity in the
pace of poverty reduction is even more striking. The poverty headcount ratio in
Colombo District declined by 10 percentage points between 1990-91 and 2002, while

the ratio in Puttalam District rose by almost 10 percentage points during the same

0 1

period........ Z
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........... It is clear that in the past the economic growth has largely bypassed
the rural areas and concentrated in the Western province, which now contributes a 51
percentage for the national GDP (2004)............ "
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