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ABSTRACT 

War Widows in Sri Lanka: Problems of Adaptation 

Conflict situation that arose in Sri Lanka during the latter part of the decade 1970s   help 

to create various social problems in the Sri Lankan society. While this became a setback 

in the national development the other problems within this such as Internal 

Displacement People, Child Abuse, destruction of the properties and the war widows 

became the major issues. War widows of fallen security personnel in the active services 

have been identified as a new social problem. The researcher has taken an interest to 

study this problem through the multi-disciplinary perspectives through the Sociological, 

Criminological, and Socio-psychological perspectives contributing towards the policy 

planning for the development and up-liftment of quality of the lives of war widows. The 

main objective of the study the problems war widows have faced with in the family and 

the society has been analyzed critically in this event. The sample of Two hundred fifty 

families has selected 30 Divisional Secretariats within the Kurunegala District.The 

researcher has examined the situation prevailed in Sri Lanka historically to date. The 

researcher also has compared the situations of war widows of the other countries of 

globe with Sri Lankan experience theoretically. The application the Gender theory and 

Functional theory has given an immense support for the study. Finally conclusions and 

suggestions are forwarded for the policy making and national development. 
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