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INTRODUCTION

. Snake bites are a common problem ini Sri Lanka among people llvmg in rural ‘and agncultural
areas: At the site of the bite, the local signs are predominant in cobra and viper. The cobra bites -

show neurological manifestations while viper bites show haemorrhag1c manifestations. The

“following case h1gh11ghts the 1mportance of meticulous autopsy in dead bOdlCS found in estates - -
" with early putrefactron '

CASE REPORT 2

- A 52 year old dead body was found in an estate with early putrefactlon The body was in his usual -

R route to the illicit alcohol dealér. He was last seen alive i in the mormng the day before the recovery

He has no conﬂncts w1th others in the vnllage

At autopsy, his left foot and leg were swollen comparatrvely A fang mark was noted in the
anterior aspect of the.left leg in lower one third with underlying subcutaneous and muscle
- haematoma. The rest "of “the post mortem- examination .was: ‘unremarkable except for .a
. haemorrgahrc left k1dney on cut sectlon There ‘was no ev1dence of ante mortem v101ence '

K1dneys showed features of acute tubular necrosis- thh hyalme casts’ w1thm tubules, dlffuse
- interstitial haemorrhages and focal necrosis of glomeruli, Lungs showed interstitial and alveolar
* haemorrhages. The bite site tissue showed disrupted red blood cells w1th abundant red cell clumps.
: Blood alcohol level was 356 mg/lOOml S : .
' CONCLUSIONS |

Cons1denng the hrstory, the place the body was lylng, and autopsy ﬁndmgs the cause of death =
was glven as envenomatlon due to: v1per bite: , ,

'59 v



