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CANAJ UDICIALﬁ MEDIAL OFFICER (JMO) BE
SATISFIED WITH THE WORK HE PERFORMS
- PERTAINING TO HOMICIDES?
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also examined by the JMO. Visiting the scene, collection of trace materials,
obtaining photographs, identification of the body, obtaining a relevant history and
finally performing the judicial autopsy are a few straight forward medico-legal

Case 1: A 65 year old retired teacher was found dead in her bathroom. The police
opined that she might have fallen accidentally or as a result of 3 natural illness. The
postmortem examination though commenced as an accidental or natural death,
demonstrated injuries around the neck, proving the homicidal nature of the event.

Case 2: A heavy alcoholic who was also a cannabis addict was murdered by a
manual labourer working in a nearby quarry.

Case 3: A middle-aged male suffering from morbid jealousy and paranoid
personality disorder killed his de-facto partner.

The cause of death and other medico-legal issues were able to be sorted out by
conducting a post mortem examination in above three cases. Yet, the authors fee]
that there is a lacuna of understanding as to the investigation of the social,
psychological and emotional aspects of the assailants and family members who are
involved with homicides. This emphasizes the need for “psychological autopsy” and
a deeper understanding of criminal psychology for prevention of such inciderices in
future, in addition to the established criminal Justice system in the country.

Keywords: homicides, violence, psychological autopsy, personal development,
JMO : '

94



