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Administration practice of oral dosage forms of medicines to children
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OBJECTIVES: Childrer’s inability or unwillingness to swallow medicines and lack of age-appropriate dosage
forms pose a major challenge in administering oral dosage forms (ODF) of medicines to children. This study
aims to describe the administration practice adopted by parents when giving ODF of medicines to children <
12 years

METHOD: This is a part of an on-going large-scale descriptive cross sectional study on prescribing, dispensing
and administering practice of ODF of medicines to children in Jaffna Teaching Hospital. Findings pertaining to
administration practice adopted by 87 parents when giving 200 ODF of medicines are reported here.
Indicators developed and validated by the research team were used to appraise the administration practice.
A pre-tested investigator-administered guestionnaire was used to obtain data from parents. Descriptive
statistics were employed to analyse data.
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