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QRIECTIVES: TO 3s3€SS knowledge and practice gaps related to rheumatoid arthritis (RA) and medicines
yrescribed for it, and to identify the need for specific pharmacy services, among patients attending a A

cheumatology clinic in a tertiary care hospital in Sri Lanka. :

METHOD: An in house developed interviewer administered questionnaire and clinic records were v e
collect data from consecutive patients with RA attending the Rheumatology clinic. L

RESULTS: Of the 397 patients, 94% were females, 44.5% were between 46 to 6
with theumatoid arthritis for > 10 years. Physical exercise (45.6%) and
were the additional treatment modalities used. Physicians were the
tnowledge score about the disease was less than 11/15 in the r
RA can be completely cured. The majority did not know ' e names
individual medicines used. Approximately 40% knew sid 5

knew folic acid was given to reduce side effects of methotre
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Significant associations were identified between socio-
gender) and knowledge on medications/medication
(82.7%) preferred to have a better interaction with the
have counselling sessions. : Bt
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We recommend greater involvement
gapsrelated to medicines.
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