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iriúhl mrud¾:

wdpd¾h mQcH lUqremsáfha jkr;k ysñ

Y%S chj¾Okmqr úYajúoHd,h weröfuka wgúis jirlg m;a fï fudfydf;a fuu Wmdê 

W;aijfha foaYkh meje;aùug wdrdOkh lsÍu ms<sn|j lD;{;dj m%:ufhka 

msßkeóu uf.a hq;=lu hehs is;ñ' úfoHdaoh kñka tod 1959 j¾Ifha fuu wdh;kh weröu;a 

iu`. fuys fiajhg ne£ wo olajd ta fiajhg lemù isák flfkl= jYfhka ud ,;a úYd, 

w;a±lSula ;sfí' tfiau miq.sh wgúis jir ;=< uf.a Ôú;hg fï wdh;kfhka ,enqK 

wdf,dalh o iq¿mgq fkdfõ'

úYajúoHd,h hk jpkh uE;§ isxy,g tlajQjls' 1921 j¾Ifha ,kavka úYajúoHd,fha 

wkqnoaO wdh;khla f,i msysg jQ hqksjisá fld,Sðh tod kï lf<a iuia; Ydia;% Yd,dj 

hkqfjks' th iajdëk wdh;khla j;au úYajúoHd,h njg m;aúh' úYajúoHd,hg iriúh 

hhso lsh;s' th f;dg.uqfõ Y%S rdyq, ysñhkaf.a lõfialrfhka .;a iqkaor jpkhls' 

;lai,dfõ Èidmdfudla wdpdrhjrhd y÷kajk ;ek iriú uvqfõ we÷re hhs ye¢kajQy' 

f,dalfha mer‚u úYajúoHd,h thhs' th nqoaO ld,hg;a fmr isg mej;sfhah'

iriúh fyj;a iriaj;sh Ydia;%hg wêm;s foj`.k hhso wehf.a wdikh mshqu hhso 

mer‚fhda lSy' Ydia;%dNHdih i|yd msßisÿ pß;hla wjYHh hk .=ma;d¾:hla thska ,ndfoa' 

úoHdj yslaóu ,ndfoa hhs lSfõ o tfyhsks' W.;alfï ,laIKh úkS; Ndjhhs' wog fuh 

fldf;la ÿrg .e<fmao hkq is;d ne,Su jà'

úúO Ydia;%hka f,djg ìysl< uyd úoaj;ayq RIsjrfhda jQy' RIs hkafkys f;areu 

m¾fhaIlhd hkqhs' Tjqyq ta i|yd uq¨ Ôú;hu lemlr idys;Hh" ix.S;" wdhq¾fõo" Okq¾fõo" 

fcHd;sI hkd§ f,djg jevodhl iQ iegla l,djka ìys l<y' nqÿrcdKka jykafiao RIs 

kduh ±rEy' Wkajykafia tjeks kqjKe;s RIsjerkaf.ka i;afjkshd hhso lshd ;sfí' ;uka 

jykafia wjfndaO lr.;a O¾uh úoHdj hhs jodrd th wx. milska hqla; njo jod<y' ±lSu" 

±kSu" iúia;r {dkh thska ,nk úksúo hk kqjK yd m%fudaoh fyj;a wdf,dalh ta wx. 

mihs'

ljr m¾fhaIlhl=g jqjo fï lreKq mi w;HjYHh' fuhska ±lSu kï uq,§u ukig 

fmkShk lreKqh' iuyr úg th i;Hhu úh fkdyel' ta ksid fojkqj ta ÿgq foa kej; 

is;d n,d ±kSu we;s lr .;hq;=h' thg [dKh hhs lsh;a' o;a foa ta jQ mßoafokau fkdms<sf.k 

th iúia;rj i<ld ne,sh hq;=h' thg m%{dj hhs lsh;a' m%{djg wk;=rej iïmQ¾K 

ks.ukhg t<öfuka úoHdj Wmojd .;hq;=h' fuys úoHdj kï fkd±kSu ke;s fldg ,nd 

.kakd úksúo hk m%{djhs' fï lreKq i;ßka wk;=rej miajk jrg f;fï i;Hh wjfndaOlr 

.;af;ah hk uy;a wdiajdoh;a m%fudaoh;a we;sfõ' ta m%fudaohg wdf,dalhhs lsh;a' nqÿka 
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jykafiaf.a nqoaO {dkh fï wx. miska hqla; úh' wo úoHdj hhs lshkq ,nk zzihkaiaZZ 

taldka; ks.ukh fkdfõ' Bg miqj fidhd .kakd lreKlska th fjkiajk fyhsks'

fï uQ,O¾uh mokïlr .;a Y%S ,xldfõ mer‚ wOHdmk wdh;kh jQfha uyd úydrhhs' 

wNh.sßh o tjeks úYajúoHd, ;;a;ajfha wdh;khls' fï wdh;k foflys YdLd ,laÈj ta ta 

m%foaYhkays;a úfoaYhkays;a we;súh' wdkaO%fha ;snQ uyd úydr YdLdj ms<sn| lS¾;sh ldYaórh 

yd ;odikak m%foaYh mqrd mej;sfhah' wNh.sß YdLdjla bkaÿkSishdfõ o we;súh' th isxy, 

NslaIQka i|ydu lrjQ wdh;khls' bkaÈhdfõ kd,kaod" úl%uYS,d wd§ mer‚ úYajúoHd, o 

y÷kajd we;af;a uydúydr kdufhks'

wkqrdOmqr uyd úydrh mej;s ;;a;ajh ls%'j' miajk ishjfia furgg meñ‚ nqÿf.dia 

ysñhka yg ms<smeÈ wdldrfhka wjfndaOlr .; yel' Wkajykafia fl;rï W.;l= jqjo 

uydúydrh úiska ms<s.kq ,enqfõ ud;Dldjlg wkqj .%ka:hla ,shd msgm;a ;=klska hqla;j 

bÈßm;a lsÍfuka miq mÍlaIK uKav,hla u`.ska th ms<sf.k zzwkqnoaOZZ hk Wmdêh o 

m%odkh lsÍfuka miqjhs' tod uyd úydrfha wkqnoaO wdh;k lsysmhla úh' úúO úIh yd 

iuhjd§kaf.a .%ka: we;=<;a uyd mqia;ld,hla o úh' th .%ka:dlr msßfjk kñka ye¢kajQy' 

nqÿf.dia ysñhkaf.a jdiia:dkh jQfha o thhs' 

fï ;;a;ajh fldaÜfÜ iuh f;lau mej;sfhah' fldaÜfÜ hq.fha úcndyq msßfjKo" tjeksu 

wdh;khls' tys wêm;sj jevúiQ f;dg.uqfõ Y%S rdyq, ysñhka IÜ NdId mrfïYajrhhs lsh;;a 

ta IÜ NdIdjkag isxy," fou<" md,s" ixialD;" NdId wh;a ù ke;' Wkajykafia ta NdIdjkays 

o fl< meñK isá nj m[aúldm%§mh lshhs' fuhu tys ;;a;ajh lshdmdhs' úfoaY wdl%uK 

ksid msßyS .sh O¾u Ydia;%hkays kj m%fndaOhla we;sjQfha tl=kaúisjk ish jfiys we;s jQ 

úfoHdaoh" úoHd,xldr msßfjka ksidh' fï fomsrejkg ld,Sk uqyqKqjrla § tf;la fï 

Èjhsfka bx.s%is udOHfhka jQ Wiia wOHdmkh isxyf,ka §u i|yd;a tajd úYajúoHd, ;;ajhg 

tl, mej;s rch úiska m;alrk ,È' fkdfhla ndOl ueoafoa mj;ajdf.k .sh fï úYajúoHd, 

folska iq¿ ld,hla ;=< Wiia m%;sM, ,ndfok ,È'

1966 j¾Ifhys úfoHdaoh úYajúoHd,fhys f.!rj Wmdê wfmalaIl msßila iu`. uu 

m¾fhaIK lghq;= i|yd bkaÈhdjg .sfhñ' uÿrdis úYajúoHd,hg .sh wms tys wdpd¾h 

uKav,h úiska ms<sf.k tjlg b;sydi uydpd¾hj wiQjk úfhys isá Y%S ksjdi Ydia;%s 

uy;dg y÷kajdfokq ,eîuq' t;=ud wfma úYajúoHd,fha iajNdId wOHdmkh ms<sn| f;dr;=re 

úuid i;=gqj" iajNdId wOHdmkh w;ska ,xldj bkaÈhdjg jvd bÈßhg f.dia we;ehs m%Yxid 

lf<ah'

rgl ta rfÜ NdIdj ÈhqKq lsÍug cd;Hka;r NdIdjkaf.ka ,shQ jeo.;a .%ka: mßj¾;kh 

úhhq;=hs' úfoHdaoh úYajúoHd,h wdrïN l< ld,fhys tjeks jeo.;a .%ka: rdYshla isxy,g 

k`.d m%isoaO l< kuq;a ta fõ.h ±kg fndfyda ÿrg ySkù ;sfí' fuh iajNdIdfjka wOHdmkh 

,nkakdg fndfyda wjdisodhlh' úfYaIfhka úYajúoHd,hkays Wmdê wfmalaIlhka bx.S%is 

jeks cd;Hka;r NdId {dkh o fyd¢ka ,nd.; hq;=h' ta ksid iajNdId {dkh ySklr .;hq;= 

fkdfõ' tfukau hïlsis NdIdjla ÈhqKq lr,Suhhs lshkafka úúO úIhhka ta NdIdfjka 

yeoEÍug myiqlï ie,eiaùuhs' fuh md,l mlaIfha wjOdkh fhduqúh hq;a;ls'
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wOHdmkfha mrud¾: ;=kls' fm!oa.,sl;ajh" idudðl;ajh yd ks¾udK Yla;sh hkqfjks' 

fuh úYajúoHd, Ôú;fha § b;d jeo.;ah' Wmdê wfmalaIlhd mdGYd,Sh YsIHfhla fkdfõ' 

wOHdmkfha uqÿka fm;a;g ke.Sug iQodkï jk Tyq ;ud .ek;a wk;=rej iudch .ek;a 

isyslrñka thg yqremqreÿ úh hq;=h' Tyq ta ,nk mqreoao md,k lafIa;%fha§ m%fhdackj;a fõ' 

Tyqf.a úfYaI ,laIKh jQ ks¾udK Yla;sfhka hqla;ùu yd .;dkq.;sl;ajhg weíneys fkdjQ 

nqoaêu;a úma,jdÈhl= úh hq;=h' úma,jjdÈhd hkq l,flda,dy, lsÍu fkdjk njo wu;l 

fkdl< hq;=h'

wo fï Wmdê m%odfkda;aijfha§ Wmdê ,enQ fï úh;=ka .eko hula lsjhq;=h' fï yeu 

foku wkd.; isysk olsñka isá;s' wo mj;akd ;%ia;jdoh ta yeu wfmalaIdjlgu ndOdlrh' 

ta ndOdjkag o tfrysj Tfí nqoaêh;a Yla;sh;a Tfí ÈhqKqjg fukau rfÜ;a" cd;sfha;a" 

wd.fï;a ÈhqKqjg fh§ug wêIAGdk lr.kakd f,i b,a,ñ'

uf.a fï foaYkh cd;sl Wiia wOHdmk uKav,fha iNdm;sj isá uydpd¾h .=Kmd, 

u,,fialr uy;d l< m%ldYhlska wjika lrñ' ta uy;d fufia lshhs' zzfN!;sl úoHdjka 

f.a ÈhqKqj ksid kj ksmoùï Èkm;du jdf.a l,t<s nishs' fï fN!;sl ixj¾Okh;a iu`. 

idudðl Ôú;ho YS>%fhka fjkiajkq olal yelsh' ;j wjqreÿ úismylska wmg uqyqK §ug 

isÿjkafka uq¿ukska u fjkia jQ f,dalhlgh' YS>%fhka fjkiajk iudchl Ôj;aùug 

wjYH kuH;dj;a tu iudchg wjYH fiajh;a ms<sn| ksmqK;ajh;a ,nd§u kQ;k wOHdmkfha 

wruqK úh hq;=hs'ZZ

Tn ieug ia;+;shs!
1987.06.13
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The Objectives of a University
Dr. Ven. Kamburupitiye Wanarathane Thero

First of all, it is my pleasant duty to express my gratitude for the invitation extended to me to 
deliver the Convocation Address of this year, which happens to be the twenty eighth from the 

inception of the Sri Jayewardenepura University. I was one among those who joined the teaching staff 
of this institution in 1959 when it was inaugurated under the name of “Vidyodaya University”. Even 
now I continue to serve as a teacher of the University. I have gathered a great deal of experience by this 
long commitment to the service of this university. It is also true to say that the university has illumined 
my life in a remarkable way during these twenty eight years.

Višva Vidyalaya, the Sinhala term for “university” is a word of recent origin. When the Colombo 
University College was established in 1921 as an affiliated institution of the University of London, it 
was called Samasta Sastra Sãlãva. When that institution was  granted autonomy, it came to be called Visva 
vidyalaya. Another common Sinhala term for university is sarasaviya. This is a beautiful word taken from 
the Kãvya Šekaraya, the famous poem of Totagamuve Sri Rahula Thero, who called the chief of the 
renowned educational institution at Taxila in India “ the Teacher of the sarasavi madura”. It is the most 
ancient university of the world, whose origin goes beyond even the period of the Buddha.

The ancients believed that Sarasavi or Sarasvati is the goddess of learning and that her seat is the lotus 
flower. The implication of this is that in order to do well in learning one must have purity of character. 
That is why they used to say that learning begets discipline. Discipline surely is the hallmark of learning. 
It is worth pondering how for this is the case in the world of today.

The great men of learning who are the sources of the various academic disciplines of the world were 
known as rsis. The word rsi means a seer, or a researcher. These rsis dedicated their entire life to produce 
the sixty four great arts of the ancient world such as literature, music, ayurveda and so on. The Buddha 
too was called a rsi. It is said that he is the seventh among the wise seers of the world. He used the term 
vidyã to describe the Dhamma which he realized, and he said that it has five aspects: perception, 
knowledge, detailed understanding, penetrative realization and happiness or illumination of the mind.

These five aspects must necessarily be found in every true researcher. On these, the first, perception, 
is what appears to the mind as it first gets into the task. This may not necessarily show the truth. 
Therefore it is essential that one should review what one perceived. This is the manner to obtain 
knowledge. However, one must not take this knowledge too as the end of the procedure. One should 
consider it in every detail. This is understanding. But even beyond that there is vidya, the realization 
which comes with final insight. What vidya means here is the penetrative understanding which puts an 
end to ignorance. When one has passed beyond these four stages, one experiences a great contentment 
and happiness as one knows that one has realized the truth. That happiness is called “Illumination”.
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The Buddha’s wisdom of Awakening consists of these five aspects. What we call vidyã today (i.e., 
science) does not include such a final insight, for it is liable to be altered by knowledge that may be 
subsequently obtained. 

The ancient seat of learning of Sri Lanka which was founded on these principles was the Mahãvihãra 
at Anuradhapura. The Abhayagiri also, of Anuradhapura, was another such institution of university 
status. Branches of these institutions came to be founded in various parts of Sri Lanka as well as outside. 
The Mahãvihãra branch in Andhra was well known in Kashmir as well as in the surrounding areas. A 
branch of Abhayagiri was established in Indonesia which was exclusively for the benefit of Sinhala 
Buddhist monks. It is interesting to recall that the ancient universities of India, such as Nalanda and 
Vikramasilã, were also known as Mahãvihãras.

The standard of learning of the Mahãvihãra of Anuradhapura can be gauged by the treatment which 
it accorded to Ven. Buddhagohosa who came to Sri Lanka in the fifth century A. C. Although Ven. 
Buddhagohosa was undoubtedly a person of great learning, his scholarship was recognized by the 
Mahãvihãra monks only after he wrote a “thesis” on a given topic and submitted three copies of it to a 
“board of examiners” who on being satisfied with it, conferrod on him the title of anubuddha.

The Mahãvihãra had several branch institutions. It had also a great library which contained books on 
a variety of subjects written by adherents of various traditions. It was known as Granthakara (“Mine of 
Books”) Pirivena. This was the place which the Ven. Buddhagohosa chose for his residence.

This state of affairs with regard to learning continued as for down in history as the Kotte period. 
Vijayabahu Pirivena of that period was an institution similar to the Mahãvihãra. Its Principal, Totagamuve 
Sri Rahula Thero is famous as a “Master of Six Languages”. However, the list of these six languages does 
not include Sinhala, Tamil, Pali and Sanskrit, although his work, the Pancikã Pradipaya says that he was 
a great scholar of these languages as well. This very fact reflects the high standard upheld in this famous 
seat of learning. 

After the Kotte Period, the religious and academic life of Sri Lanka was disrupted by foreign 
invasions. Its revival was ushered in by the founding of the Vidyodaya and Vidyalankara Pirivenas in the 
19th century. These were the institutions which the Sri Lanka government in 1959 elevated to university 
status, giving them a contemporary character and turning them into instruments for providing in 
Sinhala the higher education which up to then was available only through the English medium. In spite 
of great odds, the two institutions succeeded in producing excellent results within a very short period 
of time.

In the year 1966, I went with a group of special degree students of Vidyodaya University to India on 
a research project. We were received at the University of Madras and were introduced by its  staff to the 
then Professor of History of that university, Sri Nivasa Shastri who was then in his 80th year. When he 
heard from us about the status of education through the mother tongue in our University, he commented 
that Sri Lanka was far ahead of India in the matter of imparting education in the languages of the land. 
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It is by translating works written in international languages that the languages of a country can be 
enriched. At the time the Vidyodaya University was started, many such works were translated into 
Sinhala. That movement has lost its impetus today. This puts the student who studies through his mother 
tongue at a disadvantage. Students of the university must certainly obtain a good knowledge of an 
international language like English, which does not mean that they may neglect the study of their own 
languages. 

To enrich a language means to provide through it the facilities that enable one to learn the subjects 
of one’s choice. This is a matter which must receive the attention of educational authorities. 

Education has their goals: to enhance personality, social consciousness and creativity. This is crucial 
at university level. The undergraduate is not a schoolboy. The university student whose aim is to reach 
the apex of the educational ladder must not only think of himself but also of his society, where he must 
get ready to play his part. This preparation will stand him in good stead when he enters the field of 
management or administration. Let him bear the essential mark of university education. Let him be a 
creative individual as well as an intelligent revolutionary and not simply a blind follower of traditions. 
It should of course not be forgotten that to be revolutionary does not mean that one must be a maker 
of strife and conflicts.

I would also like to say a few words specially to the graduates who pass out today. All of you are 
having your various dreams about the future. But all your dreams may be negated by the terrorism that 
is rampant today. I urge you to strengthen your resolve to eliminate all such barriers and to dedicate 
your energy and your intelligence to the progress not only of your own selves but also of your country, 
nation and religion.

I wish to conclude this address with a quotation from the late Professor G. P. Malalasekara, Chairman 
of the National Council of Higher Education:

New inventions appear almost every day, thanks to the progress of the physical sciences. This 
development at the physical level is accompanied by swift changes in the social life. The world we will 
face in twenty five years from now will be a completely different world. The aim of modern education 
should be to give the student the flexibility necessary for life in a fast changing society as well as the 
competence to offer to that society the service that it really needs.

Thank you.
1987.06.13
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