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The evolution  of  Television  Technology  in  Sri  Lanka 

a Survey 

SRITHAYALAN  SRIBREINDRAN 

 

ABSTRACT 

The  purpose  of  my  research  is  to  analyse  the  gradual  development  of  television  

technology  in  Sri  Lanka  from  1979  to  2014  and  make  my  recommendation  for  

further  improvement  in  this  field. 

 

Further  development  in  this  regard  is  essential  for  both  the  television  creative  

artistes  and  the  viewers. Technological  infrastructure  required  is  being  laid  down  

to  achieve  the  aims  and  objectives  collectively.  The  following  proposals  are  

made  to  carry  off  the  tasks  forward.  

* Completely  switching  over  to  digital  technology  from the  old  

analog  technology. 

* Creating  a  high  quality  technological  environment. 

* Setting  up  committees  to  encourage  the  use  of  sophisticated  

equipment. 

* Improving  the  creative  personality  of  the  technicians. 

* Initiating  a  series  of  discussion  for  the  exchange  of  ideas  for  the  

planning  and  creation  of  a  television  technology  foundations  to  suit  

the  Sri  Lankan  environment. 
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The  source  of  data  for  the  study  are  of  two  types. 

(a) * Sharing the experience of programme   producers and technicians. 

 * Discussions and interviews with viewers. 

 * Data  collected  by  the  observation  of  the  control  rooms,  transmitting  

studios, transmitting  wagons,  relaying  towers,  archives  of  records.   

(b) * Date collected through questionnaires from programme producers, 

viewers and technicians.                                                                                                             

 * Information  collected  from  the  libraries  of  various  universities,  

national  archives  department,  NGOS’  publications,  recorded  events  

and  information  collected  from  official  web - sites. 

The  study  consists  of  five  chapters.   

1. Research Methodology. 

2. The  basics  of  the  concept  of  television  technology  in  mass  

communication. 

3. Television  technology  in  Sri  Lanka  in  the  initial  years  and  its  

development. 

4. Private  Televisions  and  their  technological  advancements. 

5. Recommendations  and  conclusion. 

Chapter – 1 outlines  essentially  the  aims  of  the  research  and  the  hypothesis  

propounded. The  main  evidences  and  the  data  collection  tools  are  

also  listed. 
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Chapter – 2 Briefly  examines  the  technological  development  of  mass  

communication  at  the  global  level. 

 

Chapter - 3 the  inception  of  television  broadcasts  through  the  independent  

television  net - work  and  the  creation  of  the  Rupavahini  

corporation  with  Japanese  aid  are  discussed.  Their  impact  on  the  

general  public  is  also  analyzed. 

 

Chapter - 4 The  changes  in  political  scenario  led  to  the  creation  of  more  

independent  television  net-works.  Their  gradual  development;  

sophisticated  equipment,  the  feed  back  from  the  viewers  and  the  

recent  switch  over  to  the  digital  technology  are  analyzed.  The  

data  required  for  the  study  from  the  technicians  and programme  

producers.  obtained  through  questionires  and  interview  one  

presented.    

 

Chapter - 5 

(i) Immediate  switch  over  to  digital  technology. 
 

(ii) Existing  staff  be  provided  training  in  digital  technology  and  the  

new  recruits  must  posses  digital  ability. 
 

(iii) The  hindrance  from  anywhere  for  the  implementation  of  these  

should  be  removed. 
 

(iv) Sri  Lanka  T.V  technology  must  be  abreast  global  level. 
 

(v) Interaction  and  integration  of  social  media  through  the  viewers  be  

encouraged  and  feed - back  obtained.   
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There  certainly  is  a  remarkable  growth  in  the  Sri  Lankan  television  technology.  

It  is  not  comparable  to  the  global  standards.  All  concerned  players  and  the  

government  should  unite  to  achieve  the  global  standard.    
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ed;wp 

ntFrd njhlu;ghly; Jiwapy; KJjj;Jtkhzpg; gl;l Ma;tpid ,yq;ifg; 

gy;fiyf;fofk; xd;wpy; Nkw;nfhs;sNtz;Lk; vd;w vd; tpUg;gpidAk; 

Kaw;rpiaAk; g+u;j;jpnra;a cWJizahapUe;j =n[atu;jdGu gy;fiyf;fof 

rpq;fs kw;Wk; ntFrd njhlu;ghly; Jiwj;jiytu; Nguhrpupau; uj;drpwp 

mwq;fy mtu;fSf;Fk;> gl;lg;gpd; fw;ifnewpf;fhd ,izg;ghsu; Nguhrpupau; 

rkhd; re;jpuuzrpq;f mtu;fSf;Fk;;> gl;lgpd; fw;iffs; gPlhjpgjp> 

cWg;gpdu;fs; kw;Wk; %jitf;Fk; vdJ Kjy; ed;wpiaj; njuptpj;Jf; 

nfhs;fpNwd;. 

,t;tha;Ntl;bd; Nkw;ghu;itahsu;fshf Nguhrpupau; jk;kpf fq;fhehj; 

jprhehaf;fhTk; fyhepjp =.gpurhe;jDk; tpsq;fpAs;sdu;. vdJ ,e;jg; 

Gyikrhu; Ma;T jpUg;jpfukhd Kiwapy; miktjw;F ,tu;fspUtUk; 

jq;fsJ mwpTk; Mw;wYk; epiw MNyhridfisj; njhlu;r;rpahf toq;fp 

te;jdu;. Fwpg;gpl;l fhyj;Jf;Fs; Ma;T newpKiw njhlu;ghf vd;idg; gy 

topfspy; gapw;Wtpj;jNjhL kpFe;j Ntiyg;gSf;fSf;Fk; kj;jpapYk; vdJ 

Ma;itg; gy Kiwfs; jpUj;jk; nra;J topg;gLj;jpatu;fs; ,tu;fs;. 

,e;j Ma;tpid ntw;wpfukhfg; g+u;j;jp nra;Ak; Ntfj;Jld; ehd; mbf;fb 

Vw;gLj;jpa rpukq;fisnay;yhk; ngUkdq;nfhz;L rfpj;Jf;nfhz;L ,t; 

Ma;tpidg; g+u;j;jpnra;af; fhuzkhapUe;j Nkw;ghu;itahsu;fSf;F vdJ 

kupahijAld; $ba ed;wpapidj; njuptpj;J kfpo;fpNwd;. 

NkYk;> vdJ ,e;j Ma;T Kaw;rpf;Fg; gy topfspYk; xj;Jiog;G toq;fpa 

=n[atu;j;jdGu gy;fiyf;fofj;jpdJ rpq;fs kw;Wk; ntFrdj; 

njhlu;ghly;Jiwj; jiytu;> gl;lgpd; fw;iffs; gPlj;jpd; gPlhjpgjp> gpujpg; 

gjpthsu;> kw;Wk; Copau;fSf;Fk; vdJ ed;wpfs;. 

,e;j Ma;T Kaw;rp jpUg;jpfukhd Kiwapy; mikaNtz;Lk; vd;W vg;NghJk; 

vd;idj; J}z;Lfpd;w vdJ je;ijahUf;Fk; ,ju FLk;gj;jpdUf;Fk; 

ez;gu;fSf;Fk; ,t;tha;Tg; gpujpia xspar;Rr; nra;J cjtpa jpUkjp 

fhu;j;jpahadp ru;kh mtu;fSf;Fk; ed;wpfis cupj;jhf;FfpNwd;. 
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