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The evolution of Television Technology in Sri Lanka

a Survey

SRITHAYALAN SRIBREINDRAN

ABSTRACT
The purpose of my research is to analyse the gradual development of television
technology in Sri Lanka from 1979 to 2014 and make my recommendation for

further improvement in this field.

Further development in this regard is essential for both the television creative
artistes and the viewers. Technological infrastructure required is being laid down
to achieve the aims and objectives collectively. The following proposals are

made to carry off the tasks forward.

* Completely switching over to digital technology from the old

analog technology.

* Creating a high quality technological environment.

* Setting up committees to encourage the use of sophisticated
equipment.

* Improving the creative personality of the technicians.

* Initiating a series of discussion for the exchange of ideas for the

planning and creation of a television technology foundations to suit

the Sri Lankan environment.
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The source of data for the study are of two types.

(a)

(b)

* Sharing the experience of programme producers and technicians.
* Discussions and interviews with viewers.
* Data collected by the observation of the control rooms, transmitting

studios, transmitting wagons, relaying towers, archives of records.

* Date collected through questionnaires from programme producers,
viewers and technicians.

* Information collected from the libraries of wvarious universities,
national archives department, NGOS’ publications, recorded events

and information collected from official web - sites.

The study consists of five chapters.

1.

2.

Research Methodology.

The basics of the concept of television technology in mass
communication.

Television technology in Sri Lanka in the initial years and its
development.

Private Televisions and their technological advancements.

Recommendations and conclusion.

Chapter —1  outlines essentially the aims of the research and the hypothesis

propounded. The main evidences and the data collection tools are

also listed.
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Chapter — 2 Briefly examines the technological development of mass

Chapter - 3

Chapter - 4

Chapter - 5

(1)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

)

communication at the global level.

the inception of television broadcasts through the independent
television net - work and the creation of the Rupavahini
corporation with Japanese aid are discussed. Their impact on the

general public is also analyzed.

The changes in political scenario led to the creation of more
independent television net-works. Their gradual development;
sophisticated equipment, the feed back from the viewers and the
recent switch over to the digital technology are analyzed. The
data required for the study from the technicians and programme
producers. obtained through questionires and interview one

presented.

Immediate switch over to digital technology.

Existing staff be provided training in digital technology and the

new recruits must posses digital ability.

The hindrance from anywhere for the implementation of these

should be removed.
Sri Lanka T.V technology must be abreast global level.

Interaction and integration of social media through the viewers be

encouraged and feed - back obtained.
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There certainly is a remarkable growth in the Sri Lankan television technology.
It is not comparable to the global standards. All concerned players and the

government should unite to achieve the global standard.
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